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Newsletter information        

 Nordic Centre publishes a 
newsletter several times a 
year. 

 The current newsletter 
covers the period from 
October 2014—December 
2014. 

 If you want to receive, or not 
receive, the newsletter, 
please email us about it: 
natalie@nordiccentre.net  

 

Greetings from the Nordic Centre! 
2014 has come to an end ,  and it is time to sit back, relax, and reflect upon the previous year´s 

activities, which were plentiful and varied. It was a year, where we tried out new course for-

mats, experimented with a different way of organizing conferences, and jumped into new 

waters regarding  student activities and cultural events—all the while keeping up the good 

work that has been laid out in the past by people before us. At the same time, we are also 

looking ahead into 2015, which will be a big and important year for the Nordic Centre, because 

she turns 20! The planning of the festivities has already started  and even though it is too soon 

to reveal specifics , we can guarantee that there will be a big celebration. 

2015 will also be a year carrying many changes. Aalborg University will hand over the responsi-

bilities of the NC Chairmanship and the Secretariat to University of Bergen. From Shanghai we 

would like to extend our sincere gratitude for the amazing job that Aalborg University has 

done, and at the same time we want to warmly welcome the Chairmanship of University of 

Bergen. 

We will also be welcoming our new Programme Manager in Shanghai, Magnus Jorem. Magnus 

is originally from Norway, but is currently living and working in Denmark.  Magnus will take 

over the steering wheel in Shanghai from April 1. 2015. This also means that I will be leaving 

my job at the Nordic Centre, so I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone 

who has crossed my path in the past two years. I have enjoyed my time in Shanghai immensely 

and I have learned more than I could have in any other job. The best part, however, is that I 

have met so many fantastic people, who have inspired me with their dedication , passion and 

wisdom.  

For the past 4 months, the Nordic Centre has had an additional staff member, namely our 

trainee from University of Eastern Finland, Jaakko Jokinen. Jaakko has taken us all by storm 

with his dedication to the job and his warm personality. We are very sad to see him off by the 

end of this week, but luckily, as if so often the case, he has been smitten by China and will 

come back to Fudan next semester as a full-time language student. 

 

On behalf of the staff of the Nordic Centre, I would like to wish you all the best for 2015. 

 

Natalie Wheeler 

Programme Manager  

Nordic Centre 
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Every year, visiting scholars come to the Nordic Centre to 

conduct research. We aim to provide an optimal platform 

for scholars from our member universities from all 

academic fields. 

Shuo Wang arrived at the centre in June, and Qu Mei 

came in October. They have been conducting field work 

and research in Shanghai, and have been a regular 

feature of the Nordic Centre. 

Mei Qu from Aarhus University was here to conduct 

research on internationalization in higher education. 

Shuo Wang from the University of Eastern Finland, was 

funded by the Finnish KONE Foundation, and spent her 

time in Shanghai working on her topic of psychology 

within leadership of Chinese companies. Both Mei and 

Shuo have now returned to their home universities. 

For more information about the possibilities Nordic 

Centre can offer researchers, 

please visit our website at 

www.nordiccentre.net 

Education Day 

Visiting Scholars 

Late October was a busy time for Nordic Centre, not 

least because of our annual Education Day on the 

24th. Education Day is an annual education fair de-

signed to provide local students with an opportunity 

to meet our Nordic partner Universities, who are 

there to showcase their international programmes. 

This relaxed half-day event was held in the Student 

Plaza of Guanghua Tower Building, and hundreds of 

students showed up to hear about the state-of-the-

art facilities, wide variety of competitive degrees, 

and relaxed lifestyle and beautiful nature, unique to 

the Nordic countries and Nordic university life.  

The event was not only about degrees and pro-

grammes, there was also pizza served and Lucky 

Draw arranged with wonderful gifts brought by our 

partner universities. Thank you to all the partici-

pating partner universities for your efforts and  to all 

the students, who came to have a look. We hope 

that many Chinese students will make their next 

study destination the Nordic region! 
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Nordic  Centre Council Meeting 

From 22nd to 23rd of October, 

Nordic Centre had its second Council 

Meeting of 2014. This year, the 

meeting was held at the beautiful 

Hall for Board of Trustées at the 

Guanghua Towers. 

The Nordic Centre Council members  

gathered in Shanghai to go through 

the year and discuss the centre´s 

strategy for the upcoming years.  

This Council Meeting was also the 

last one with our current 

Chairwoman Inger Askehave leading 

the troops. Ms Askehave welcomed 

her successor , Anne-Christine 

Johannessen, Vice Rector for 

International Affairs from University 

of Bergen, as the new Chairwoman 

from 2015. University of Turku kindly 

offered to host the next Council 

Meeting in April 2015. 

Upper: Mei Qu 

Lower: Shuo Wang 

http://www.nordiccentre.net/


Sino-Nordic Activity Nights 
Nordic Centre is not only about providing opportunities with-

in research and education. We also aim to promote specific 

cultural aspects from both sides. In the fall of 2014, Nordic 

Centre launched a thrice-a-semester Activity Night to bring 

together the local Chinese students and Nordic exchange 

students to meet in a relaxed setting. 

In mid-October, the students gathered at NC to take part in a 

game of Jeopardy. Sino-Nordic teams were formed and eve-

ryone’s knowledge about the history, folklore, culture, pop 

culture and geography of China and the Nordic Countries 

were tested to the limit. Laughter and fun were in the air as 

the groups eagerly waited for their turn to try out the in-

creasingly difficult questions in hopes of winning the grand 

prize. Sometimes it looked like the Chinese students knew 

more about Scandinavia than the Nordic students and vice 

versa! The nerve-wracking competition went all the way to 

the wire, but in the end we had a winning team who earned a 

voucher to a nearby restaurant with their great display of wit, 

camaraderie and humor. 

In November, Nordic Centre felt it needed a bit more color to 

brighten up the gloomy and grey autumn nights, so we had 

an Origami paper-folding night. Beautiful origamis were 

made and light snacks and beers enjoyed. Origami is one 

form of art that looks easy on paper (no pun intended), but 

takes a terrific amount of skill and patience to pull off. Such 

was the amount of beautiful paper-animals folded that, at 

end of the event, class room 109 ended up resembling a zoo! 

Snakes, birds, cats, cranes, frogs, and dogs were everywhere. 

As usual, the Sino-Nordic team that made the best origamis 

was rewarded with a voucher to a restaurant. 

There will be many wonderful Sino-Nordic Activity 

Nights in the future, and rather than reading about 

how much fun we have, come and join in on the fun! 

               3 

Upper: Students enjoying the quiz night; Lower: Folding origamis 

Lower left: Origami-animals; Lower Right: The final scoreboard of the 

jeopardy night 

Interested? 

If you are interested in participating, 

please send us an email and we will 

keep you in the loop . And if you are 

a WeChat user, please follow our 

offical WeChat account by scanning 

the QR-code: 



Finland Day 
 
November 19th saw the return of Finland Day from a two-

year hiatus. Organized in collaboration with Shanghai’s Con-

sulate General of Finland, this half-day event brought Finn-

ish companies Magisso, Golla and Rovio (Angry Birds) to 

Nordic Centre to showcase their designs and hand out sam-

ples for the local students.  

Laughter and fun where everywhere when the students got 

to play Angry Birds throwing game, taste authentic Finnish 

karelian pastries, meet Finnish university representatives, 

try their luck in a Lucky Draw and, of course, meet the most 

famous Finn in the world—Santa Claus. We hope this expe-

rience inspires many students to visit Finland as a tourist or 

maybe even as an exchange student in the future! 

The Nordic Centre would like to extend its thanks to all the 

participants— Magisso, Golla and Rovio— , the event co-

organizer, The Consulate General of Finland, and of course 

all the participating Chinese students who came to have a 

fresh and authentic breath of all things Finnish! 
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Lucia Day 

Upper: The Deputy  Consul  of Shanghai’s Consulate General 

of Finland Arto Haapea giving a speech; Lower left and right: 

Angry Birds and Santa Claus paid a visit to the Nordic Centre 

Far away from Northern Europe, Nordic Centre always aims to work 

as a cultural ambassador here at Fudan University. With Christmas 

season being full of Nordic traditions, Nordic Centre once again 

hosted a Lucia Parade to honor the ages old Swedish  tradition. Over 

a hundred visitors came to enjoy the parade—Sankta Lucia 

beautifully sung by the Chinese students of Swedish language. The 

students were from Fudan´s Swedish language course (beginner-

level), and from Shanghai International Studies University, where 

they study Swedish as their major. 

Christmas trees decorated the lobby of Nordic Centre, and Christmas 

lights were sprinkled all around to create the right atmosphere inside 

the NC building. Lucia Day also brought with it a much appreciated 

culinary side of Scandinavia, namely glögg, saffron bread, and 

gingerbread cookies. Here at the NC, we of course cannot take credit 

for all of this by ourselves. Our teacher of Swedish language Per-Ivar 

Hansson has been instrumental in guiding and coaching the students 

in the Lucia song (performed in both Swedish and Chinese!) and 

keeping control of the parade on the actual day.  



SNoW Conference 

On November 28.-29. 2014, the 

Sino-Nordic Welfare Researh 

Network (SNoW) had a conference 

at the Nordic Centre under the 

title: Between Universality and 

Conditionality: Migration, Mobility, 

and Welfare Rights. 

More than 20 participants took 

part in the conference. For more 

information about SNoW, please 

visit: 

 

www.uib.no/en/snow  
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NC Conference: Health Services in Transition 
 
On October 19.-21. 2014, the first Nordic Centre conference became a reality. The overall theme 
of the conference was “public health” and the conference Health Services in Transition covered 
three subthemes under the following headlines: “Integration of Health Services”, “Online Health 
Care Communication”, and “Empowering the Patient.” Besides key-note speeches and paper 
presentations, the conference was a welcome opportunity for Chinese and Nordic experts to lay 
the groundwork for future Sino-Nordic cooperation within the field of public health.  
The Nordic Centre will organize its own conference biannually. The theme for the upcoming con-
ference in 2016 is currently being discussed in the Nordic Centre Council. 

 

Sustainable Cities PhD-course 
 

On the 28.-31. October 2014, the Urban Governance for Sustainable Cities Network (UGN) orga-

nized a research workshop and a PhD-course in Shanghai in collaboration with NiAS—Nordic Insti-

tute of Asian Studies, and the Nordic Centre. The focus of the research workshop was on environ-

mental and sustainable governance innovations in urban regions in China and the Nordic coun-

tries. The research workshop was followed by the PhD-course, where the PhD-candidates present-

ed papers on the challenges and experiences that cities face in their attempts to follow a more 

sustainable development path. 

The first half of the programme took place at Tongji University. The third day, was arranged at the 

Nordic Centre, and on the last day the whole group went to Chongming Island by the coast of 

Shanghai to visit Mahota Farm, famous for its organic produce and sustainable production meth-

ods.  For more information about UGN, please visit: www.ugnet.wordpress.com   

 

 

 

NC Anniversary Logo  

In 2015, the Nordic Centre turns 

20 years old. To mark this 

important milestone, we made a 

competition for students to 

create a logo that can be used 

alongside our current logo in 

2015. The winning design came 

from Fudan student, April Lu, in 

the form of "the happy seagull." 

In Chinese, the pronunciation of 

"seagull" is similar to that of 

"Europe" - they are both 

pronunced "ou". Europe is 

present in the Chinese name of 

Nordic Centre, as in chinese we 

are "Northern Europe Centre." 

The Nordic flags are represented 

by the crosses and colours in the 

seagull and the number 20 is 

formed by the seagull´s feet and 

tail, which are also an N (for 

Nordic) and a heart, 

respectively. 

http://www.uib.no/en/snow
http://www.ugnet.wordpress.com


Nordic Studies 

The course Nordic Studies has 

been offered to students in Fu-

dan for many years, but in differ-

ent formats. In recent years, the 

course has been offered as an 

undergraduate course within 

Fudan University´s liberal arts 

programme. 

The Nordic Studies course is 

organized by Nordic Centre in 

collaboration with three of its 

member universities. NC takes 

care of all the practical issues 

related to the course in Shang-

hai, and the Nordic universities 

plan the course programme, 

select professors to send to 

Shanghai, and grade the essays 

by the end of the semester. The 

academic content of the course 

is decided by the organizing 

universities (within a framework 

provided by NC). Some of the 

most popular topics on the cur-

riculum are usually Nordic histo-

ry, gender equality, and the Nor-

dic welfare model. 

The students, who follow the 

course, come from all academic 

fields and the only requirement 

for the course is that they can 

communicate well in English. 

One of the unique features of 

the course, besides the fact that 

all the teachers are foreigners, is 

that the two students, who write 

the best essays at the end of the 

semester, will be rewarded with 

a free exchange place at one of 

the organizing universities. 

The course runs in the fall se-

mester. In 2014, it was organized 

by University of Gothenburg, 

Aarhus University, and Universi-

ty of Turku. In 2015, the course 

will be organized by University 

of Bergen, Lund University, and 

University of Southern Denmark. 
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 Nordic Art - Traditions and Change 
Alexandra Fried from University of Gothenburg 
 
Hi there Alexandra, your topic is 
very exotic, could you tell us 
how did the Chinese students 
receive it? 
It seemed as if they thought it 
was interesting. I noticed that 
they had done some research for 
the seminar. 
 
What did the students find most 
interesting about your topic? 
They asked questions about edu-
cation in Sweden and were 
amazed that we have sewing 
and wood shop in the curriculum, 
for boys and girls. They also 
found it interesting that you can learn a lot about a culture by looking at details in a 
painting. 
 
Great to hear, and what did you learn from this experience? 
That there is always more than one perspective and that looking at something with fresh 
eyes is the most rewarding. 
 
Thank you so much Alexandra! 

Efficiency & Implications of the Nordic Model 
Heikki Ervasti from University of Turku 
 
Hello Heikki! Thanks for taking the interview with us. 
Could we start by you telling us how active the students 
were in class? 
Definitely very active! I felt a very good connection to the 
students, and really felt that they were properly engaged 
with the topics. 
 
Good to hear, were the students well prepared for your 
class? 
Very well prepared, I think we can definitely see the status 
of Fudan University here, as in, the students are very 
smart and hardworking. I was always amazed by the level 
of preparation by the students. 
 
As for the issues your topic covered, which one sparked 
the most discussion from the students? 
When we were talking about the Nordic welfare society, 
and current issues with labor shortage, the topic of foreign immigration certainly got the 
students to ask a lot of questions, as this topic is still relatively unknown in China. 
 
Thank you Heikki, it was a pleasure! 

 
The interviews with the Nordic Studies teachers were conducted by NC trainee, Jaakko 
Jokinen. 



NORDOX 

From 17th to 21st of November, Nor-

dic Centre hosted NORDOX Nordic 

Documentary movie festival. We had 

the pleasure to screen different 

documentaries from different Nordic 

Countries with a wide variety of 

topics covered. 

Approximately 200 Chinese students 

or local community members came 

to enjoy the documentaries, and 

participate in the discussion sessions 

after the screenings. We also had the 

pleasure to get movie directors – 

Karin Wegsjö (Don’t Count Me Out) 

and Kari Anne Moe (Bravehearts) - to 

come and participate in the discus-

sions and explain about their meth-

ods of cinematography, and why a 

certain topic inspired them to make a 

movie. 

Nordic Centre would like to extend its 

thanks to all the directors and partici-

pants for a wonderful week of Nordic 

Documentaries. 
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Nordic Internationalism 
Karen Gram-Skjoldager from Aarhus University 
 
Good afternoon Karen,  could you tell us about 
the most challenging aspect of teaching here in 
China? 
I am not sure if I have encountered any big chal-
lenges, as all the practicalities have been smooth, 
but yes, sometimes students are very tired in class, 
which can be seen when its time to ask questions. 
 
How about the most interesting thing? 
I noticed the students have a huge drive here, it is 
ok to succeed. 
 
Want to send some regards to Chinese students 
here? 
Sure! Don’t be shy to ask questions and share your 
insight with other students. Always believe that 
you can also learn from the other students, not 
only from the teacher! 
 
Thank you Karen! 

 

Gender Equality 
Jeanette Sundhall from  University of Gothenburg 

 
Hi there Jeanette, could you highlight some of 
the biggest differences between Chinese and 
Nordic students? 
Sure! All in all, I think the students are very simi-
lar. Students are always students no matter 
where they come from. Even still, I was very posi-
tively surprised by the amount of questions the 
students wanted to ask! 
 
How about the language? Did you encounter 
any language barrier in teaching? 
Absolutely not, most of the students spoke and 
understood English very well, and could elaborate 
on their perspectives excellently. 
 
Final question, how did the Chinese feel about the topics you covered? 
Good question, definitely some issues were a bit more sensitive here than in the West. For exam-
ple, the West is very educated and tolerant on same-sex couples, where as in here, the students 
thought of the issue as very uncomfortable and strange. 
 
Thank you so much Jeanette! 

 

The Director of Don´t Count Me Out, 

Karin Wegsjö. 



Nordic Centre, Shanghai 

The Nordic Centre is a collaboration 

between Fudan University, The Nor-

dic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS), 

and 25 Nordic universities from 

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, 

and Sweden; a meeting place for 

Nordic and Chinese scholars and 

students. 

The centre is a platform for initiating 

and developing research and educa-

tional activities, conferences, and 

workshops of mutual interest to 

Nordic and Chinese scholars. 

Furthermore, the centre is a teaching 

institution for Chinese and Nordic 

students in Shanghai as well as a 

platform for promoting Nordic cul-

ture in China. 
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Nordic Centre Chairman 

Anne Christine Johannessen 

Phone: +47 5558 2051 

Email: anne.johannessen@uib.no 

 
 

  

Visits at the Nordic Centre 
 On Oct. 6, the Dean of Faculty of Social Sciences, Knut Helland, paid an informal visit to 

the Nordic Centre to discuss how to make NC more visible at UiB. 

 On Oct 14, a delegation from BI Norwegian Business School visited Fudan and the 

Nordic Centre. The delegation included the newly appointed President of BI (2014—

2018), Mr Inge Jan Henjesand.  

 On Oct 23, a delegation from Bergen University College and its Confucius Institute 

visited NC to learn about the centre and to discuss Chinese language learning. 

 On Oct 27, Representatives from Stockholm Business School´s Marketing Department, 

visited NC to learn more about how to utilize the NC—platform. 

 On Oct. 28, a delegation from University of Turku visited Fudan and NC to discuss 

possibilities for collaboration within the field of nursing.  

 On Oct 30, Beijing Foreign Studies University paid a visit to NC to learn about our 

activities. BFSU is currently setting up its own Nordic center with focus on language 

training and cultural activities. 

 On Nov 14, a delegation from Aalto University visited NC as a part of their paedagogical 

training seminar, which they have twice a year at Tongji University. 

 On Nov 19, Prof. Wyller from University of Oslo and Fudan´s School of Philosophy had a 

meeting at NC to discuss the possibilities of student exchange and closer collaboration 

within theology and religious studies. 

 On Dec 8,Delegation from Uppsala University Innovation visited NC to discuss the 

possibilities of collaborating with Fudan within the field of Innovation and  

entrepreneurship. 

 On Dec 10, a large delegation from the Dutch Ministry of Education and Nuffic visited 

the NC to learn about the set-up of NC and the collaboration between our member 

universities and Fudan.  They are considering a similar set-up for a Dutch centre. 

 


