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Welcome! 
Greetings from the Nordic Centre in India! We are happy to introduce the 
first issue of NCI’s Newsletter. With a regular newsletter we will from now 
on provide our members, collaborators and interested people with 
relevant information, past activities, latest developments and upcoming 
events related to the NCI.  

As the new director of the NCI I am much looking forward to the exciting 
times ahead and honoured to join an organisation, which has made a 
significant impact on the academic collaborative landscape between the 
Nordic countries and India over the last 15 years. Not only has the NCI 
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facilitated hundreds of students to study in India, it has also 
assisted a great numbers of researchers and scholars in their 
academic endeavour with India and vice versa. NCI has over 
the years been involved in facilitating collaborative 
partnerships between Nordic member universities and Indian 
counterparts.  

Today NCI is collaborating with a wide range of Indian 
universities and institutions across the sub-continent, e.g. 
organising a wide range of programmes for Nordic students 
whether in the form of specialised summer programmes, 
internship programmes, and semester programmes.   

NCI has successfully been running summer courses and 
semester programmes with its Indian partners for nearly a 
decade in Bangalore, Hyderabad and Pondicherry for students 
from our Nordic member universities. These include courses in 
human rights, environmental studies, and contemporary 
India. Further NCI gives students of Nordic universities 
expertise on Indian society and culture. 

Over the years our membership number has increased 
steadily, reflecting the growing interest of Nordic research and 
academic cooperation with India. Today NCI has a proud 
number of 21 members: 18 universities, 2 research institutions 
and 1 educational organisation.  

2014 has been a year of changes for NCI. NCI Secretariat 
moved from the University of Eastern Finland to the 
University of Umeå, in Sweden. NCI also appointed a new full 
time director at the India office in September 2014.  

Our team strives to keep up the good work that has been laid 
out in the past by people before us and to work hard towards 
achieving the goals set by our members. 

Sincerely, 

Samrat S. Kumar 

NCI Director 
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Recent MOUs 
between NCI and 

Indian 
collaborators

Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU)  

In July 2015 NCI signed a 
MoU with JNU. JNU is one 
of India’s prime universities. 
JNU and the NCI intend to 
support academic objectives 
of each institution and to 
promote collaboration 
between the faculty and 
students of JNU and the 
faculty and students of the 
member universities and 
institutions of the 
consortium. In the coming 
months NCI and JNU will 
work together on organising 
academic events and on 
developing  collaborative  
activities.


American Institute of 
Indian Studies (AIIS)  

A MoU was signed with AIIS 
in December 2014, which 
allows students from NCI 
member universities to join 
AIIS language programmes. 
A detailed overview about 
AIIS programmes can be 
found on our website: 
www.nordiccentreindia.com/
aiis.php.
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NCI summer courses 2015 
NCI's summer programmes give students from 
member universities a unique view of India. Four 
week courses at various levels attract students from 
various academic and disciplinary backgrounds, and 
they present students an opportunity to experience 
Indian higher education at some of the best 
universities and research institutions of India with 
whom NCI has had long and successful partnerships. 
The summer students experience India through 
lecture and discussion sessions with academics, 
industry practitioners, NGO representatives, 
bureaucrats, etc., and through field trips to urban 
and rural areas with an emphasis on witnessing 
issues at the grass root level and interacting with 
stakeholders at various levels. 

The annual NCI General 
Assembly meeting took 
place at the University of 
Copenhagen on May 19. 
Representatives of the 
member universities and 
institutions had a whole 
day discussion about last 
year’s activities, the 
consortium's economy 
and plans for the future.

NCI General 
Assembly Meeting 

May 2015

Presently NCI runs three courses related to 
issues concerning contemporary India, 
environmental management in India, and 
on human rights and the law in India 
(www.nordiccentreindia.com/study-in-
india.php). 2015 has seen participation 
from member university students in all 
three courses that are run at University of 
Hyderabad, Institute for Social and 
Economic Change, Bengaluru, National Law 
School of India University, Bangalore. 

The 'Contemporary India' course is a 
suitable introductory interdisciplinary course for undergraduate students from various 
disciplinary backgrounds. Students are introduced to various themes relevant to the dynamics 
defining contemporary India while being ensconced in the beautiful and vast campus of the 
University of Hyderabad. 

At the environmental management course titled 'Approaching the Environment in India' 
students are introduced to Indian environmental issues, problems and solutions from a 
temporal, spatial, legal, policy and activist perspective while also taken to the field in both rural 
and urban areas. Students especially enjoy the fieldwork aspect of this course where they are 
accompanied by doctoral students who attempt to not limit themselves only to the field site 
concerned but stop and explain various issues that intrigue students. 

At the 'Human Rights in India' course students are introduced to the formal structure of rights in 
India and the practical application of the same through classroom teaching, discussion sessions 
and fieldtrips. Students get to see a rare glimpse of the rights discourse in India by interacting 
with various stakeholders while still being rooted in the constitutional aspects of the same. 

Christabel Royan                                                                                                                               
Programme Manager 
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The educational landscape in India has changed clearly over the 
last years. More young Indians than ever strive for higher 
education. India, similar to China, has experienced, next to its 
economic boom,  an enormous change of its higher education 
landscape in the past decade, with the number of young people 
completing university degrees rising from a few hundred 
thousand some years back to many millions today. 

The Indian Higher Education sector has witnessed a 
tremendous increase in the number of universities and colleges 
since Independence. The number of universities, for instance, 
has increased from 20 in 1950 to 677 in 2014 (see Reddy, 2015). 
Also the private sector, which currently accounts for 59% of all 
tertiary enrolment, continues to grow rapidly providing most of 
the professional courses, particularly engineering and 
management.  The private sector is therefore expected to play a 
significant role in the future expansion of higher education in 
India (British Council, 2014).  

Demography also plays an important role. India’s demographic 
development means it will soon overtake China as the world’s 
largest population. With an average GDP annual growth of 8% 
over the last decade, its middle classes demanding higher 
education will number over 500 million people in the next ten 
years. The demand for higher education and the immensity of 
planned reforms over the next ten years in India will provide the 
largest opportunity in the world for international higher 
education institutions and education businesses. 

India’s central government is planning to undertake 
considerable reforms within the education sector over the next 
five years. Important structures of the current higher education 
system will be reorganised: funding, leadership and 
management, quality assurance, accountability, relationships 
with industry, international collaboration, and the way research 
and teaching are conducted. Increasing internationalisation in 
research and teaching is strongly supported by the Indian 
government and considered vital for Indian institutions in 
developing India’s capacity in research and innovation and 
increasing the quality of teaching and learning (British Council, 
2014). 

Changes in the Indian Higher Education 
Landscape: Challenges and Opportunities 
Today the Indian Higher Education landscape is changing drastically. The reasons 
are multiple: a growing economy, a young population and the emerging of new 
middle class(es). It is in particular the emerging new middle class(es) that has 
managed to impose its demands on the government, focusing attention on issues 
such as improving access to education, infrastructure and international mobility.

NCI Strategy 

The NCI envisions the 
expansion in new fields of 
education and research, 
closer collaboration with 
Indian partners and 
strengthening of the 
importance of the NCI as 
a leading organization of 
collaboration between 
India and the Nordic 
Countries. The 2015-2017 
strategic action plan of 
the institute outlines five 
main goals:


Goal 1 Expand the NCI 
collaborative network 


Goal 2 Develop and 
strengthen NCI study 
programmes and student 
exchange 


Goal 3 Enhance NCI 
relevance in Research 
Collaboration 


Goal 4 Cultivate NCI 
visibility in India through 
workshops and 
conferences and affiliation 
with Delhi based 
university. 


Goal 5 Promote Nordic 
Universities in India 


http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
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The success of Nordic countries’ education, research and innovation 
centres  will be increasingly dependent on long-term, strategically 
focused international collaboration. Research funding and 
publications are predicted to move towards Asia and India (British 
Council, 2014). Therefore, the Nordic countries need to increase their 
importance as global research and innovation hubs interconnected 
with India. No doubt that Nordic higher education institutions need 
to be strongly positioned with India. This will be important for future 
relationship-building, access to India’s top graduates and increasing 
Nordic students’ global competitiveness in the job market.  

In the last couple of years the Nordic governments have put 
collaboration in Higher Education and Research with India on a high 
priority. The recent visits of the Indian President to Norway, Finland 
and Sweden also underline the growing importance of collaboration 
between India and the Nordic countries. Numerous MoUs and state-
level agreements have been signed during the President’s visit. NCI 
as an internationally acknowledged academic actor strives to be main 
channel for its member universities to exercise co-operation with and 
in India. NCI continues to seek opportunities to expand its network 
of members and partners as well as areas of collaborative activities. 
Hence the NCI sees it as a main task to strengthen and develop 
further the relationship between India and the Nordic countries. 
NCI’s privileged role of representing leading and upcoming 
universities and institutions from all 5 Nordic countries enables us to 
work towards developing partnerships with India’s top universities 
and research institutions.  

Samrat S. Kumar, Director NCI 

Sources:                                                                                                                                                    
British Council 2014. Understanding India: The future of higher education and opportunities 
for international cooperation, New Delhi: British Council India  

Reddy,  K. S. 2015. Higher Education, High-impact Research and University Rankings: A Case 
of India, MPRA Paper No. 63658, Available at http://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/63658/ 
(accessed 10.08.2015) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

NCI Secretariat in Umeå 
The Secretariat of the Nordic Centre is since 
2014 situated at the University of Umeå in 
Sweden. See http://www.umu.se/english/
about-umu 

Contact NCI Secretariat:                                
Communication and International Relations 
Office                                                     
University Liaison Building, Level 4          
Umeå University, 901 87 Umeå, Sweden 

Rupali Bhalerao, Chairperson             
rupali.bhalerao@umu.se  

Elisabeth Nyström, Secretary 
secretary@nordiccentreindia.com

Nordic Centre in India 
Contact NCI in Delhi:                                    
Nordic Centre in India, C-7,                  
Nizamuddin East,                                              
New Delhi 110 013, India 

Samrat S. Kumar, NCI Director 
director@nordiccentreindia.com 

Naveen Kishore, Assistant 
naveen@nordiccentreindia.com                       

Contact NCI in Hyderabad:                    
Christabel Royan, Programme Manager 
programmanager@nordiccentreindia.com

Sweden-India Nobel Memorial Week 
2015 
The annual Sweden-India Nobel Memorial Week will be 
organised by the Embassy of Sweden in New Delhi from 
11th to 15th of October. NCI will collaboratively organise an 
academic event during that period. 

For more information and updates see:  

Embassy of Sweden: https://www.facebook.com/
SwedeninIndia 

See also www.nordiccentreindia.com and 
www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia 

Events Fall 2015 
EURAXESS  "Advancing 
Your Research Career in 
Europe: Funding and 
Fellowship Opportunities 
for Indian Researchers" .              
Kolkata, 3 September 
2015 


Sweden-India Nobel 
Memorial Week 2015.      
New Delhi, 11-15 October


Nordic Centre Fudan, 20th 
anniversary celebrations.  
Shanghai, 19-23 October


To subscribe/unsubscribe to the NCI newsletter, please write to:        naveen@nordiccentreindia.com 
     

The Nordic Centre in India (NCI) is a consortium of leading universities and research 
institutions in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. Established in 2001 with 
the objective to facilitate cooperation in research and higher education between the 
Nordic countries and India, NCI facilitates and supports a wide range of study and 
research activities in India and in the Nordic countries.
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