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1.a) Purpose:
 

A) Which were the predictions on the outcome of UN membership for
South Korea?

B) Have the predictions been fulfilled or not?
 

 
 



 
1.b) Standards of evaluation
1. Membership in UN agencies
2. Membership in the UN Security Council
3. The Security Council’s resolutions against North Korea’s nuclear tests
conducted in 2006, 2009, 2013 and 2016 (2) and missile tests made in 2006,
2009 and 2012
4. The North Korean Human Rights Issue
5. Participation in peacekeeping operations (PKOs)
6. Appointments of Koreans to high posts within the UN system
7. South Korea’s share of the UN budget



 
2. Theory
 
Global Governance – procedures on global and regional levels to handle
political, economic and social issues
 
The UN is important as the world’s largest inter-governmental organization
(IGO) with in 2013 193 member states and around 50,000 employees
 
Membership is based on the principles of sovereign equality and universality
 
Advantages with UN membership are that it creates stable forms for cooperation
and problem solution, legitimizes the organization’s actions and creates
opportunities for transfers of knowledge



 
 

Realists and liberals have different opinions on the roles of
IGOs:
 

- Power politics prevent international cooperation: powerful
nations pursue their own policies

- International cooperation contributes to resolve problems
- Cooperation is both possible and desirable

 
The role of sanctions - inefficient way to pressure member
states to revise their policies
 



 
3. Materials
 
Principles of selection:
Concrete and consistent data over time
Data from representative researchers
 
To visit South Korea in 2014 and 2015-2016 has been very important, not least
by visiting the Ministry of Foreign Affairs



 

4. Organization
and Scope:
 
1. Bring together the
theory as well as general



 
3. Impact on inter-Korean relations:
- Participation in UN agencies, such as the Economic and Social Council

(ECOSOC). Inter-Korean cooperation has taken place within the UN
- Participation in the Security Council from 1996-1997 and 2013-2014.

South Korea on both occasions participated actively in the work to adopt
resolutions against North Korea

- The Security Council adopted resolutions on North Korea’s nuclear tests
conducted in 2006, 2009, 2013 and 2016 (2) and missile tests made in
2006, 2009 and 2012. The strengthening of sanctions have been
unsuccessful: China’s good relations with North Korea have been an
impediment of implementation

- Since 2005 the UN General Assembly has annually adopted condemnatory
but non-binding resolutions on North Korea’s human rights violations. In
2014 the UN Commission of Inquiry launched its report documenting
large-scale human rights atrocities raising the global position of the issue

 



 

4. Participation
in PKO,
appointments



5. Conclusions
- UN membership has significantly raised South Korea’s global position
- Of particular importance are the two periods of membership in the Security

Council from 1996-1997 and 2013-2014 and being Chairman of the UN
General Assembly from 2001-2002 and Secretary-General 2007-2016

- However, membership has hardly changed inter-Korean relations and North
Korea has abused the Security Council to accomplish its own political
purposes

- IGOs have advantages and disadvantages but the opinion is that the
advantages prevail

- Consequently, it is of the utmost importance for a country to be UN
member and the disadvantages for Taiwan by not being UN member are
substantial



 

 
 
 

 
‘No Man is an Island’
 
No man is an island entire of itself;
every man is a piece of the continent,
a part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less,
as well as if a promontory were,
as well as any manner of thy friends
or of thine own were.
Any man’s death diminishes me,
because I am involved in mankind;
and therefore never send to know
for whom the bell tolls;
it tolls for thee.
 
John Donne, 1624


