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Introduction 

 

Stockholm University Library acquires media resources for the entire university, 

regardless of subject areas, in order to give students, teachers, and researchers access 

to the media resources needed for education and research at the university. The 

media policy serves as a guiding document in the library's work with information 

supply. 

As a government authority, the University Library primarily uses procured suppliers. 

We strive for impartiality when choosing publishers based on the university's 

research and educational needs. The selection is made independently of any political, 

religious or commercial pressures or views. 

As a public library, we also welcome the public to use existing materials. The 

electronic media resources are available to the public on site in the library. 

The University Library conducts a demand-driven acquisition and collection work in 

close dialogue with students, teachers and researchers at the university. This means 

that our users, through their demand and use of the material, are involved in the 

selection of media resources that are acquired, as well as in how we renew and end 

resources. The library also works actively to increase open access publishing and is a 

driving force in the university's efforts to move towards an open science system, both 

nationally and internationally. 

 

Purchase proposals and requests for interlibrary loans 
 

Researchers, teachers and students at Stockholm University are encouraged to submit 

purchase proposals and request material from other libraries as interlibrary loans. 

This is done through an easily accessible form on the library website. 

The library decides whether the requested media resources should be purchased, or 

borrowed from another library on interlibrary loan. In general, we try to purchase 

resources published in recent years, while older material is borrowed. The 

availability of the material and how quickly it can be delivered to the library, is also 

taken into consideration. All requests must be linked to current research or studies at 

Stockholm University. 
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Strategies for acquisition and selection 

• The University Library prioritises acquiring media resources in electronic 

format over printed, whenever possible. This allows us to provide requested 

material quickly and make the best use of allocated media funds. As far as 

Swedish e-books are concerned, it is not currently possible to acquire them 

for the University Library. 

• The library always aims to achieve the best possible terms of use when 

acquiring electronic media resources. This includes the possibility of, for 

example: downloading, printing, scholarly sharing, readability on different 

devices, interactivity with the text and speech synthesis. 

• For reasons of cost and space, the library avoids the purchase of duplicates, 

regardless of the format of the book. We also do not acquire material that has 

been published as open access. 

• Printed course literature/textbooks are purchased in two to four copies, except 

for fiction, which is purchased in one copy. Besides that, fiction is acquired 

sparingly and only for researchers. 

• Students can request material on interlibrary loan, provided it is not already in 

our collections or at another library in the Stockholm area. 

• Students' purchase proposals for databases and journals are always 

coordinated with researchers/teachers at the department. 

• The library does not monitor publishers' releases, literature out of stock with 

suppliers, or course literature lists. 

 

The University Library collections 

The library holds extensive printed and electronic collections. Review and relocation 

take place continuously to ensure that the most requested books are easily accessible 

in the open collections. A large part of the printed material is located in the library's 

stacks. Older uncatalogued material is made available through ongoing cataloging 

work. 

We strive for a relevant media collection that meets the demand of our users. The 

most common reason for discarding printed material or ending electronic resources is 

low or non-existent usage. The library's e-resources are evaluated annually in terms 

of usage in relation to cost, prior to any renewal of subscriptions and agreements. 
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Making accessible through digitization 

The library offers digitization and e-publishing of scientific publications from 

Stockholm University, as well as material from the library's collections, when 

possible for copyright reasons. 

We are also participating in a joint effort, together with the National Library of 

Sweden and four other university libraries, to make the entire Swedish print 

production from the 15th century to the present day digitally available. 

 

Donations  

Donations are only accepted in specific cases. We reserve the right to freely dispose 

of material received. Donations from private individuals are accepted only if they are 

rare or a special collection, and if the material corresponds with the University's 

research areas. 

 

The media policy was adopted by the Library director on 2024-12-18. The 

media policy will be reviewed every two years and revised as necessary. 

 

 

 

 


