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Prefekten har ordet

N&r jag skriver det hdr har sommaren nastan kommit, och det &r inte manga
dagar kvar till terminslut. Det har varit en handelserik var pa BIG, dar mycket
tid och kraft har agnats at rekryteringar.

Kenneth Ekvall gar i pension till sommaren (se separat artikel om Kenneth), och
efter sommaren kommer darfér Olle Brick till BIG for att framst ta Over ansvaret
for det naturvetenskapliga baséret, men aven till exempel forskningspraktik.
Olle &r en gammal bekant, atminstone for de som varit l&énge pa Zootis, dar han
disputerade i etologi &r 2000. Darefter har han haft en 18ng karriar som
gymnasielarare.

I mars lamnade Ann-Christin Lindds BIG for ett jobb nd&rmare hemmet i Uppsala,
vilket har lett till en liten rockad dar Aleksandra Sommertune fatt nytt jobb pa
BIG som utbildningskoordinator och dar vi valkomnar Carl Olsson som ny
studieadministratér. Carl kommer narmast fran SRC och kommer att jobba deltid
pd BIG under varen for att g& in med full fart i hést. Det har varit en utmanande
var pa BIG, men vi ar glada dver de I6sningar vi fatt till och jag ser fram emot
att jobba ihop med saval Olle som Carl i host!

Tidigt i varas tillsatte BIG en arbetsgrupp for att ta fram forslag pa Al-policy for
sjalvstandiga arbeten. Det &r en svar fr@ga, inte minst for att utvecklingen av
verktygen gar sd fort, men eftersom Chatbotar nu blivit en sjalvklar del i
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mangas dagliga liv och arbete ar det angelédget att fa nagot pa plats.

En annan viktig IT-relaterad fréga &r férstds bytet av larplattform fran Athena till
Canvas, dar SU efter att ha kort ett antal pilotkurser nu star infor ett fullskaligt
byte. Det &r vart att pAminna om att fran hostterminen kommer inga nya kurser
ldngre att kunna skapas i Athena, s8 har man inte bérjat férbereda boér héstens
kurser &n s3 &r det hég tid nu!

Med det vill jag bara 6nska en trevlig och vilsam sommar for alla pa BIG, och
alla larare och studenter!
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/Niklas Janz, prefekt pa BIG

Vad hander pd DEEP?

I BIG:s intervjuserie om forskningen som ligger till grund for undervisningen far
forskare fran de olika institutionerna beratta om hur de ser pd kopplingen
mellan forskning och utbildning. I detta nummer méter vi Peter Hamback,
professor vid Institutionen for ekologi, miljé och botanik, som berattar om
ekologiskt tankande, vatmarker och samspelet mellan forskning och
undervisning.

Med exempel frén sin egen forskning visar han hur aktuella forskningsfragor
anvands for att géra ekologiska samband mer konkreta fér studenterna, och
varfor forstdelsen for naturens komplexa system &r viktigare &n ndgonsin i en
tid praglad av klimatférandringar och naturrestaurering.

Har beréattar Peter om sin undervisning och forskning

Examens- och alumnmiddagen 2026
P& BIG kandidatmiddag den 8 maj firades arets kandidatstudenter tillsammans
med alumner, l&rare och medarbetare. Kvallen bjod pa tal, musik och samtal

om framtiden, och for manga véntar nu nésta steg i form av masterstudier.

BIG firar drets kandidatstudenter
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Programradet for Kandidatprogrammet i cell- och molekylérbiologi tréffades i

maj for att blicka framat. P& agendan stod bland annat ett nytt examensarbete,
battre stéd kring kursval och nya inslag som praktik och AI i utbildningen.

Métet praglades av ett tydligt utvecklingsfokus, dar programmets innehall och
studenternas framtida mdojligheter stod i centrum.

Las mer om vad som &r pd gang inom Kandidatprogrammet i cell- och

molekylarbiologi

Future Biologists om forskarutbildningar

Future Biologists fortsatter att skapa méten mellan studenter, alumner och
arbetsliv. Vid natverkets senaste traff 13g fokus pa forskarutbildning och végen
till en doktorandtjanst. Tre alumner delade med sig av sina erfarenheter av
doktorandstudier, akademin och livet efter disputationen.

Samtalen kretsade kring allt fr&n hur man hittar en doktorandtjénst och valjer
ratt handledare till vilka egenskaper som ar viktiga for att trivas som doktorand.
Alumnerna lyfte ocksa fram de moéjligheter som en forskarutbildning kan 6ppna,
b&de inom och utanfdr universitetet, samt vikten av vetenskapligt tankande i en
tid praglad av Al, stora informationsfléden och desinformation.

Las mer om natverkstraffen

€ | ynderstanding &. »
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Vetenskapens roll och tillit i en tid av desinformation

BIG:s prefekt Niklas Janz har tillsammans med Séren Nylin, professor i
djurekologi vid Stockholms universitet slappt en ny bok under varen.
Understanding Science: The Web of Trust bygger p& mer &n tjugo ars
undervisning i vetenskapsteori och vetenskaplig praktik och tar upp frégor om
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hur vetenskaplig kunskap skapas, granskas och far sin trovardighet.

Boken riktar sig framst till studenter och forskare i bérjan av sina karridrer, men
&r ocksa skriven for en bredare publik som vill forstd hur vetenskap fungerar i
praktiken. Med exempel frén bland annat biologi och evolution vill forfattarna
visa varfor vetenskap bygger pa bade kritiskt tdnkande och ett natverk av tillit.

Lds mer om den nya boken

PERSONALNYHETER

Carl Olsson - var nya
studieadminstrator

I maj fick administrationen pa BIG
forstarkning i form av Carl Olsson,
var nya studieadministrator.

Carl kommer bland annat att
arbeta med schemalaggning och
lokalbokning, och har redan bérjat
lara sig rutinerna vi har har.
Valkommen Carl!

Har berdttar Carl mer om sig sjalv

Tack for allt - Kenneth
Ekvall lamnar BIG

Efter I&ng och trogen tjénst pa BIG,
varvat med spannande uppdrag i
djurparksvériden gar var kére
kollega Kenneth Ekvall i pension i
hoést. I en intervju berattar han om
sin forskning om dovhjortar, livet i
djurparker och vad som vantar
harnast.

Lds interviun med Kenneth

KALENDER

Introduktionsveckan

Tid: 09:00-16:00

Plats: Campus Frescati

24-28

BIG halsar alla nya studenter vdalkomna med en vecka

AUGUSTI fylld med aktiviteter som ger en bra start pa dina
studier hos oss.
Mer information om introduktionsveckan
Hostterminen 2026 borjar

3 1 Tid: 09:00-17:00

AUGUSTI Plats: Campus Frescati
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Fler kalenderhdndelser

ENGLISH

A Word from the Head of Department

As I write this, summer is almost here, and there are only a few days left until
the end of the semester. It has been an eventful spring at BIG, with a great deal
of time and energy devoted to recruitment processes.

Kenneth Ekvall will retire this summer (see the separate article about Kenneth),
and after the summer Olle Brick will join BIG, primarily taking over responsibility
for the Natural Science Preparatory Year, but also for areas such as research
internships. Olle is a familiar face, at least to those who have been at Zootis for
a long time, where he completed his PhD in Ethology in 2000. Since then, he
has had a long career as a secondary school teacher.

In March, Ann-Christin Lind&s left BIG for a position closer to home in Uppsala,
which led to a small reshuffle in which Aleksandra Sommertune took on a new
role at BIG as Educational Coordinator, and we also welcome Carl Olsson as a
new Study Administrator. Carl most recently comes from SRC and will work
part-time at BIG during the spring before joining full-time in the autumn. It has
been a challenging spring at BIG, but we are very pleased with the solutions we
have found, and I look forward to working together with both Olle and Carl this
autumn.

Earlier this spring, BIG appointed a working group to develop proposals for an
Al policy regarding independent degree projects. It is a difficult issue, not least
because the development of these tools is moving so rapidly, but since chatbots
have now become a natural part of many people’s daily lives and work, it is
important to establish clear guidelines.

Another important IT-related issue is, of course, the transition from the Athena
learning platform to Canvas. After running a number of pilot courses, Stockholm
University is now preparing for a full-scale transition. It is worth reminding
everyone that from the autumn semester onwards, no new courses can be
created in Athena. If you have not yet started preparing your autumn courses,
now is definitely the time to do so.

With that, I would simply like to wish everyone at BIG — as well as all teachers
and students — a pleasant and restful summer!

/Niklas Janz, Head of Department at BIG
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/NIKIas Janz, Head or vepartment at BlG

What's happening at DEEP?

In BIG's interview series on the research that underpins teaching, researchers
from the various departments share their perspectives on the connection
between research and education. In this issue, we meet Peter Hamback,
Professor at the Department of Ecology, Environment and Plant Sciences, who
talks about ecological thinking, wetlands, and the interplay between research
and teaching.

Drawing on examples from his own research, he explains how current research
questions are used to make ecological relationships more tangible for students,
and why understanding nature’s complex systems is more important than ever
in a time shaped by climate change and ecological restoration.

Read more about Peter’s teaching and research.

Bachelor’s Graduation and Alumni Dinner 2026

At BIG’s Bachelor’s dinner on 8 May, this year’s graduating students celebrated
together with alumni, teachers, and staff. The evening featured speeches,
music, and conversations about the future, with many students now preparing
for the next step: Master’s studies.

BIG celebrates this year’s Bachelor’s Students
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Future plans for the Bachelor’s Cell and Molecular Biology
Programme

New ideas for independent projects, internships and clearer study pathways
were among the topics discussed when the programme committee for the
Bachelor’s Programme in Cell and Molecular Biology met on 20 May to review
the academic year and plan for the programme’s continued development.

Read more about the programme committee meeting

Future Biologists on doctoral studies

Future Biologists continues to foster connections between students, alumni, and
the wider world of work. At the network’s latest event, the focus was on doctoral
education and the path to a PhD position. Three alumni shared their experiences
of doctoral studies, academia, and life after completing their PhDs.

The discussions covered everything from how to find a PhD position and choose
the right supervisor to the qualities needed to thrive as a doctoral student. The
alumni also highlighted the opportunities that doctoral education can open up,
both within and beyond the university, as well as the importance of scientific
thinking in a time shaped by AI, large flows of information, and misinformation.

Read more about the networking event
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New book on the role of science and trust in an age of
disinformation

BIG’s Head of Department, Niklas Janz, has published a new book this spring
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together with Séren Nylin, Professor of Animal Ecology at Stockholm University.
Understanding Science: The Web of Trust draws on more than twenty years of
teaching in the philosophy of science and scientific practice, and explores how
scientific knowledge is created, scrutinised, and gains its credibility.

The book is aimed primarily at students and early-career researchers, but is
also written for a wider audience interested in understanding how science works
in practice. Using examples from fields including biology and evolution, the
authors seek to demonstrate why science depends on both critical thinking and
a network of trust.

Read more about the new book

STAFF UPDATES

Carl Olsson, our new
study administator

End of an era: Kenneth
Ekvall leaves BIG

In May, the administration team at
BIG was strengthened with the
arrival of Carl Olsson, our new
Study Administrator. Carl will,
among other things, work with
scheduling and room bookings, and
has already begun familiarizing
himself with our routines and
procedures. Welcome, Carl!

After many years of dedicated
service at BIG, combined with
exciting roles in the zoo world, our
dear colleague Kenneth Ekvall will
retire this autumn. In an interview,
he talks about his research on
fallow deer, his life in zoos, and
what lies ahead.

Read the interview with Kenneth

Read more about Carl

Upcoming events

Introduction week

Time: 9:00 -16:00
Place: Campus Frescati

24 2 8 BIG welcomes all new students with a week full of

AUGUSTI activities designed to give you a great start to your

studies with us.

Find out more about welcome activities at BIG
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3 1 Start of the autumn semester 2026

Time: 9:00-17:00
AUGUSTI Place: Campus Frescati

Nyhetsbrevet kommer ut tva gdnger per termin och ges ut av BIG, Stockholms
universitet.

The newsletter is published twice per semester by BIG, Stockholm University.

Foto/Photo: Rumi Engman, Alva Frogren, Jens Olof Lasthein, Birgitta Akerman
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