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Newsletter information        

 Nordic Centre publishes a 
newsletter several times a 
year. 

 The current newsletter 

covers the period from July 
2014—September 2014 

 If you want to receive, or not 

receive, the newsletter, 
please email us about it: 
natalie@nordiccentre.net 
jaakko@nordiccentre.net 

 

 

Greetings from the Nordic Centre! 
 

I am not sure how it happened, but we are already here again! It is peak season at the Nordic Centre 

and we are running and speaking a little faster than usual in order to get everything ready in time for 

all the exciting up-coming events in fall.  

Our schedule for the next few months is truly a mosaic of very different events, such as a workshop 

on Chinese accents and accented Chinese, a PhD-course on sustainable urban government, and a 

conference by the SNoW Research Network on migration, mobility, and welfare rights. And of 

course, we shouldn´t forget the Nordic Centre´s own conference on global health. 

On the cultural side, we are working on organizing a Finland Day at the Nordic Centre in November. 

This day will coincide with the NORDOX documentary movie festival campus tour, which presents us 

with the best possible day for screening Finnish documentaries and celebrating all things Finnish at 

the same time.  This year, we have also decided to treat the students at our Nordic Studies course to 

a taste of Sino-Nordic culture collaboration. We will take the students to see the art exhibit Paper 

Dialogues in Shanghai Liu Haisu Museum. This is a joint exhibition showcasing giant paper clippings 

by a Danish-Norwegian artist and a Chinese artist, who have found that they speak a common lan-

guage in the world of paper and scissors. 

For me, one of the best things about working at the Nordic Centre is that I get to meet so many 

fantastic people! This semester will be no exception since we will have a full house of visiting schol-

ars at the centre, along with our Nordic trainee, Mr Jaakko Jokinen, from University of Eastern Fin-

land. As we all know, working with the right people can truly make your day. There are especially 

two people, who make my working life at the Nordic Centre a pleasure, not to mention that they are 

life-savers both for me and our visitors on a regular basis: In this issue of the NC Newsletter, you can 

get to know the NC Programme Officers, Gavin and Regina a little better. A special thanks (and a 

warm welcome) also to Jaakko, who is off to an excellent start at the centre, and who has prepared 

most of this issue. 

I hope that you enjoy the newsletter, and please do not hesitate to contact Jaakko or myself with 

questions and comments. 

Natalie Wheeler                             

Programme Manager                     

Nordic Centre 

Fudan University  

 

Nordic Centre, 
Shanghai 
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Niko from the University of Tampere will be here 

from September 2014 till May 2015 working on his 

PhD-dissertaion Finnish Education Export as Finnish 

Public Diplomacy and Soft Power. Niko finds cultural 

differences to be the most challenging aspect of living 

in China. 

Jukka is visiting us from the University of Turku, and 

will be here until the end of February 2015, 

researching The Cultural Soft Power of China. In 

everyday life, he finds the flashes of traditional 

culture to be the most interesting part of China. For 

example, the perception of private and public space 

and how it differs here compared to the West, 

especially Finland. 

 

 

 

Academic Matchmaking 

Visiting Scholars 

In late September, Professor Donald Gullberg and PhD Ning 

Lu from the department of Biomedicine at University of Ber-

gen visited Fudan and the Nordic Centre. Prior to the visit, 

the NC had assisted Professor Gullberg in establishing contact 

with researchers at Fudan´s Cancer Center and help the par-

ties in setting up a meeting. The aim was to explore the possi-

bilities for potential future collaboration within the field of 

cancer biomarkers. According to Gullberg and Lu, the 

meeting illuminated that the two sides have shared interests 

and at the Nordic Centre we are very excited to see our re-

searcher matchmaking attempt grow into a fruitful relation-

ship. 

UEF to discuss collaboration 
Professor Kati Kulovesi and Lecturer Seita Romppanen from 

the Law School of the University of Eastern Finland visited the 

NC in late September. The aim of their visit was two-fold: 

Firstly, they were in Shanghai to give lectures at Fudan´s Law 

School on the topic of environmental law and policy. Second-

ly, they were investigating the possibilities of China being the 

host for the 2015  UEF-UNEP course on Multilateral Environ-

mental Agreements. Ms Romppanen has been involved in 

organizing this UN-course for many years and she was partic-

ularly interested in knowing if the Nordic Centre could be a 

potential collaboration partner in hosting this course aimed 

at diplomats and policy-makers. After this year´s course, 

which will be held in late October in Joensuu, Finland, it will 

be decided if next year´s course should be held in China. 
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Upper: Niko Lindholm 

Lower: Jukka Aukia 

Upper: Ning Lu and Donald Gullberg; Lower: Seita Romppanen and 

Kati Kulovesi 

Visiting Scholar at the NC 

Every year visiting scholars come to 

the Nordic Centre to conduct 

research. We aim to provide an 

optimal platform for scholars from 

our member universities from all 

academic fields. 

We have office space for six visiting 

scholars at the same time, divided in 

two separate offices. 

Right now, we have 2 PhD-

candidates staying with us: Niko 

Lindholm and Jukka Aukia. 



NC summer courses: New 
format in 2014 

In 2013, the NC Council approved 

that the Nordic Centre could try out a 

new model for its summer courses, 

and 2014 was thus the year for the 

pilot project. 

Previosly, we also had four weeks of 

summer courses, including one 1-

week course, and one 3-week course. 

The 3-week course was difficult to 

administer, both regarding planning 

(it included two tracks), but also 

during the course, where we felt that 

some students were not committed 

to the course. 

Therefore, we tried a new model in 

2014, meaning two courses of each 

two weeks and similar in structure. 

Doing Business in China is an MA-

level course (though advanced BA-

students can also be admitted), and 

Chinese Politics and Society is a BA-

level course. Both courses include 

lectures by Chinese and Nordic 

teachers, visits to companies and 

organizations in and around 

Shanghai, an overnight trip to 

Suzhou, and social activities outside 

of the formal programme. Each of 

the NC member universities can 

nominate three students in total for 

the two courses.  

Before the courses, the students are 

required to read app. 300 pages of 

literature, and after the course they 

can choose to submit an essay if they 

want to have ECTS-credits. The work 

load of the course corresponds to 5 

ECTS credits. 

If you want to see more pictures 

from this year´s summer courses, 

please visit our Facebook-page: 

www.facebook.com/NordicCentre.Fudan  

The Nordic Centre Summer Courses 

Doing Business in China (27. June—10. July 2014) ran in a new format this year. The course had 

been prolonged to two weeks instead of one, and this made it possible to add in more lectures 

and company visits, but also more group work done by the students. The course also included an 

overnight trip to Suzhou, a city famous for its silk and its traditional Chinese gardens. On the way 

to Suzhou, the group visited two Finnish companies: KONE Cranes  (upper picture) and Vacoon. 

During the course, the students were equipped with frameworks for understanding intercultural 

business environments, Chinese consumer trends, the use of social media in business, public 

administration in China, and many, many other themes. The Nordic Centre would like to thank 

the instructors: Professor Can Seng Ooi from Copenhagen Business School, and Associate 

Professor Karin Bryntse from Lund University for all the hard work they put into the course. 

Doing Business in China offers a very sharp programme and at the Nordic Centre we feel very 

proud and honored to work with such dedicated people as Can Seng and Karin—加油!  

Chinese Politics and Society (14. July—25. July 2014) was a new course on our programme this 

year.  The two-week course introduced the Nordic students to the Political landscape of China, 

starting from the Mao Zedong-era and reaching up till the present day. During the course, the 

students were introduced to themes such as  Chinese ethnic policies, environmental issues in 

China, and China´s foreign policy in a multipolorizing world. The students also went to visit a 

nature preservation project in Qingpu District in Shanghai. The project is run by WWF, who 

generously escorted the group to an area that is normally closed off to the public (picture below). 

The content of the course was managed by the two course instructors, PhD-candidate Teemu 

Naarajärvi, University of Helsinki, and PhD-candidate Marjaana Mäenpää, University of Turku. 

The course received a lot of positive feedback from the students and we would like to thank both 

Teemu and Marjaana for all their efforts and innovative ideas regarding the course. We would 

not have been able to run a course with such a beautifully composed programme without your 

dedication. 
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Doing Business in China visit to KONE Cranes in Suzhou 



Background 

Every fall, Fudan University offers its 

students a course called Nordic Studies 

as a part of the university´s liberal arts 

programme. The course is organized by 

the Nordic Centre and three NC mem-

ber universities, who are in charge of 

putting together the academic pro-

gramme and sending teachers to 

Shanghai.  

For their final exam, the students have 

to write an essay that in one way or 

another analyses aspects of the Nordic 

countries. The two students, who hand 

in the best essays, are rewarded with a 

free exchange place for one semester 

in one of the organizing universities. 

However, in 2013, the quality of essays 

was so high, that we wanted to reward 

three students, but only had two spots 

for exchange studies. Fortunately, 

University of Oslo kindly offered to take 

Kaishan in for their wonderful summer 

programme, and Kaishan now tells us 

about her time in Oslo. 

Further on, Nordic Centre’s very own 

programme officers, Gavin and Regina, 

share their experiences of studying in 

the Nordic and recall their first touch 

with Nordic countries. 

A Summer Up North  
By Kaishan 

My iPhone playing Mayday’ s « Cheers», my 

back against the window, 35000 feet above 

the ground. I was on the plane from Doha to 

Oslo and my mind was racing with all the 

expectations about my international summer 

school at the University of Oslo. And the ISS 

certainly met and exceeded all of them.  

Let me briefly introduce myself: my name is 

Kaishan, and I am 3rd year law student at 

McGill University, in Montreal (Canada). I 

came to Fudan during the fall semester of 

2013 for an academic exchange.  

One of the reasons I came to Fudan was its 

Center for Nordic studies. I have always been 

fascinated by the Nordic countries: as a child, 

by its eternal snow (I didn’t know there was 

summer back then) and the fairy tales and 

legends (the little mermaid, the Nordic gods 

and Valkyries); when I grew up, I, like many 

others, became deeply interested in the Nor-

dic model. I immediately signed up for “The 

Nordic countries: an Introduction” when the 

class became available to me, and I could not 

be happier about my decision – I would not 

have got to Oslo without it. 

The 2 classes I chose were “Scandinavian 

Government and Politics” and “Arts in Nor-

way”. I picked the first one, hoping I will gain 

some insight on Scandinavian politics. Regard-

ing “Arts in Norway”, I have always been 

interested in arts, and at the ISS, I could enjoy 

the class without the pressure of getting a 

good GPA.   

The 6 weeks went by a little too quickly. There 

were just so many interesting people to meet 

and every one of them had a unique story to 

share. In addition, the classes were simply 

amazing and beyond words. The highlight of 

my experience (apart from my ISS weekend 

excursion) is how I got to learn about the 

Norwegian culture from 2 very different, but 

intimately connected angles - arts and poli-

tics. Seeing Norway on the usual landscape 

advertisements is one thing, but understand-

ing how this outdoor life (frutliv) has become 

a part of Norwegian culture is a different 

story. I am also very glad I went to the hiking 

and rafting excursion in Jothundheim.  

Oslo is a very beautiful city where people 

trust each other. Once, I wanted to pay for a 

piece of apple cake but I forgot my student 

card (as students, we get discounted rate at 

the school’s cafeteria), so I asked the cashier 

whether I could leave my apple cake with 

him. Thinking that I forgot my bank card, the 

cashier told me to bring the cake back to the 

classroom, and come back later to pay. I felt 

perplexed and asked him why he would let 

me leave with the cake without paying for it, 

and he just said that he trusts me. And yet, I 

didn’t know him.  

The advantage of typing these words 5 days 

after ISS came to an end is that I have trav-

elled to Stockholm and Copenhagen. I can 

now claim that, in my heart, Oslo ranks higher 

than its “sister capitals”, and ISS definitely 

made the difference.  
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 Kaishan enjoying the Norwegian nature 

读万卷书 

不如行万里路  

Reading ten thousand books is not as 

useful as traveling ten thousand 

miles.  



A Master’s Degree and a National Championship in Sweden 
By Gavin Chen 
 

My story started from the Swedish courses in Fu-

dan. It was the autumn of 2008, when I selected 

Swedish as one of my optional courses in Fudan. 

For me, Swedish and Sweden felt so far and re-

mote back then. 

My first visit to Sweden was in August 2009 and I 

spent 13 days there - most of the time in Stock-

holm. It is an amazing city: the nature is so easy to 

access, I got to touch clear water, breathed fresh 

air, bathed in the mild sunlight and so on; some-

thing I could not imagine in the big cities of China. I 

fell in love with this country and this city. 

After I finished my bachelor degree in Fudan, I 

decided to go to Sweden and pursue my master 

degree in KTH. I studied hard but led a great life. 

Things are very expensive in Sweden compared to 

China, so I had to cook for myself like most of the 

college students. Now I have acquired the art to 

cook good Chinese food, Italian food, some French 

food and Swedish food. 

The courses in Sweden aim at educating all students, which is very different from the ones in China. In China, in most cases, the aim of the courses is 

the exams and selecting the best students. There is much more group work/study in the courses in Sweden so the students can share ideas and help 

each other. Multi-media and the internet are more frequently used in class, and students have more spare time to self- or group- study.  
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Svenska Wushu 
Ma sterskapen 

As a passionate practioner 

of the Chinese martial art 

wushu, Gavin continued 

training when he lived in 

Sweden. Not only did he 

compete for the national 

championship Svenska 

Mästerskapen, but he 

ended up winning the gold 

medal in B-class! Well done 

Gavin! 

Nordic people love sports. It is common that people go to the gym or a sport club after work or school. My coach is a Swedish Kungfu master, whose 

name is Gunnar Malm. He has trained Wushu for more than 30 years and he was one of the best fighters in Sweden when he was young.  

Besides Chinese martial arts, I also like outdoor sports: such as skating, skiing and sledging. These are the most common sports in the winter; running, 

cycling and swimming are very popular in the summer. 

The master thesis was my last thing of the master program. Conducting the master thesis was somehow a real job for me. I worked for Volvo Group 

in Eskilstuna, a city 150 km on the west of Stockholm. My task was to compare the environmental profiles of two types of wheel loaders and the 

result showed that the new technology has improved the efficiency of the machinery, reduced the emissions and consumed less fossil fuels. 

  

Serene lake view from Sweden; practicing Wushu on a hapless snowman 



Nordic Society 

Nordic Society is a student organization 

founded in June 2009, aiming to build a 

bridge between Nordic and Chinese 

students. 

While in 2009 it started as a brainchild 

of several Chinese students sharing an 

interest and passion for Nordic Coun-

tries, since then the student organiza-

tion has vastly expanded in size. Since 

its inception, Nordic Society has been 

integral in assisting and co-organizing 

events with Nordic Centre, and also 

providing a platform for cultural ex-

change between the Chinese and Nor-

dics. 

Nordic Society arranges and partici-

pates in joint activities with Nordic 

students, and provides great help to 

Nordic Centre when required. Activities 

which Nordic Society has helped us 

organize include, for example: Educa-

tion Day to showcase Nordic universi-

ties, Sweden Day to present Swedish 

education, culture  and business to 

local students, and NORDOX documen-

tary film festival.  

Nordic Centre is looking forward to 

cooperating with the Nordic Society in 

the future as well, and would like to 

extend our thanks for all the continu-

ous support and help from Nordic 

Society student organization. 

 

 

Nordic Fandom In Finland 
By Regina Wang 
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My contact with the Nordic countries began 

with science fiction. 

In the autumn of 2011, I was a senior student 

at School of Management, Fudan University, as 

well as a huge fan of science fiction and fanta-

sy. It was not strange that I got excited when I 

saw a course called Science Fiction, Fantasy and 

Cognitive Narratology available in Fudan. The 

first ever Nordic person I had known, Merja, 

(Merja Polvinen, married to former NC PM, 

Teemu Naarajärvi, ed.) was the instructor of 

that course. 

From Irma, Merja’s good friend as well as a 

Nordic researcher on fandom, I learned about 

Finncon, the Finnish science fiction convention. 

The dream of going to Finncon was deeply 

rooted in my heart. However, as a student, I 

was financially restricted. I could not ask my 

parents for help only because of a sf conven-

tion. A summer school would help! Helsinki 

Summer School came into my sight. Later on, I 

found both Finncon and HSS so exciting that I 

never regretted my decision. 

After a long preparation, both transactional 

and mental, I started my journey last summer. 

Those two months in the Nordic and Baltic  

countries changed my life path. I was warmly 

welcomed by local sf fans when I took a trip 

around, not as a tourist, but as a culture am-

bassador. When I was in Helsinki, Oslo, Riga, 

Stockholm, Uppsala, Malmö, Copenhagen, 

Jyväskylä, Tampere, Turku and Tallinn, I tried 

my best to meet and talk with local sf fans, 

joining their picnics, pub meetings, house par-

ties, and so on. We talked about life, the uni-

verse, and everything.  

It was my first time travelling alone, but I was 

not scared at all. Hospitality and kindness sur-

rounded me all the time. It was not difficult for 

me to communicate with them, though we 

were born in different cultural settings - we are 

all on the same planet and we have a common 

tongue: science fiction. 

At the same time, being more than involved in 

the Nordic fandom, I took the course at Helsin-

ki Summer School, Emotions and Interculturali-

ty. It was interesting to work on the topic from 

an academic perspective after gaining a lot of 

insights into interculturality during my trip. We 

did research about Latin-language speakers in 

the Finnish society during the three weeks. I 

was surprised to find out that Finns were sup-

posed to be shy when they first met someone. 

For some reason, I did not notice it at all. Lucki-

ly enough, I was treated as a close friend by the 

fandom people even before I met them. With 

great appreciation, I finished the summer 

school and met even more friends. What’s 

more, my knowledge on emotions and intercul-

turality, as well as my command of multi-

discipline research approaches was strength-

ened significantly after the course. 

As you may guess, it was hard for me to go 

back when the summer vacation came to an 

end. The Nordic had become my second home. 

I could not forget the midnight sun, the Baltic 

Sea or the campus of University of Helsinki. I 

hadn’t seen winter in the Nordic, neither Santa 

Claus nor polar light. I have to leave before I 

return. So I am here now, at the Nordic Centre 

in Fudan, China, hoping to keep close contact 

with my Nordic friends and also meet new 

ones. And even though I am in Shanghai now, I 

can feel that the 

Nordic spirit is within 

touch, as well as in 

my heart. 

 

 

 

“It was my first time travelling alone, but I was not scared at all. 

Hospitality and kindness surrounded me all the time” 



Nordic Centre, Shanghai 

The Nordic Centre is a collaboration 

between Fudan University, The Nor-

dic Institute of Asian Studies (NIAS), 

and 26 Nordic universities from 

Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, 

and Sweden; a meeting place for 

Nordic and Chinese scholars and 

students. 

The centre is a platform for initiating 

and developing research and educa-

tional activities, conferences, and 

workshops of mutual interest to 

Nordic and Chinese scholars. 

Furthermore, the centre is a teaching 

institution for Chinese and Nordic 

students in Shanghai as well as a 

platform for promoting Nordic cul-

ture in China. 
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Visits at the Nordic Centre 

 5. September: Copenhagen Business School International Public Executive Programme had a 1-day 

event at the Nordic Centre (in the picture below) 

 11. September: Innovation Centre Denmark led a 10-person delegation under the title Danish 

Architecture and Design in China to visit the NC 

 25. September: Professor Donald Gullberg and PhD Lu Ning from University of Bergen visited the 

Nordic Centre 

 25. September: Professor Kati Kulovesi and Lecturer Seita Romppanen from University of Eastern 

Finland visited the NC 

 25. September: a four-person delegation from University of Oslo visited the Nordic Centre and 

Fudan´s International Cultural Exchange School to discuss the possibility of setting up a 

programme for a select number of students from UiO, who will then go to Fudan to study Chinese 

language, business, and management 

 


