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Chemical Policy for Stockholm University 

Stockholm University uses a variety of chemical products in parts of its research and education, some 
of which may be harmful to humans and/or the environment. “Chemical use” and “water pollution” 
have been identified as two areas with a potentially negative impact on the environment, and 
accordingly the University must work to achieve environmentally safe laboratories. 

The work towards environmentally safe laboratories should also contribute to a safer work 
environment. Here, environmental work goes hand in hand with the safety and work environment in 
the laboratories. 

In our efforts to achieve environmentally safe laboratories, Stockholm University should: 

- Follow the laws in the area. 

- Utilise available expertise in the area. There is ongoing research at the University on the 
dissemination and impact of chemicals in the environment, as well as on alternative 
substances/materials or processes. 

- Ensure that the work towards environmentally safe laboratories receives sufficient resources, 
and that these resources are used efficiently through organised work. 

- Whenever possible, avoid using chemical products that are to be phased out. When this is not 
possible, minimise the use of these and other hazardous chemical products. 

- Minimise air, water, and land pollution caused by the use of chemical products. 

- Limit the purchase of hazardous chemical products to only responsible people with the 
necessary expertise. This will ensure that they are replaced with less hazardous products 
whenever possible, and that unnecessary purchases are avoided whenever it is possible to 
borrow the product/chemical from within the University. 

- Work to ensure that all laboratory work is preceded by a risk assessment that includes 
environmental risks as well as risks to health and safety. This is crucial to prevent emissions 
resulting from emergencies and incidents. 

- Work to ensure that all hazardous chemicals are stored safely according to government 
regulations. 

- Ensure that hazardous chemicals are handled in a safe manner, from both an environmental 
perspective and a health and safety perspective. 


