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Special Issue: NCI Business Cell 
In this Special Issue of the NCI Newsletter we are very happy to 
present the NCI Business Cell. The initiative fosters and enables 
cooperation between Nordic business schools and Indian 
counterparts with the aim of increased collaboration, student 
exchange, joint degrees and internships in India for Nordic students. 

The Indian economy and business sector has grown tremendously in 
the past years. The Indian economy is rapidly growing in global 
importance.  Thus for Nordic students seeking a career in business it 
will become imperative to understand the various aspects of Indian 
business culture, law, organisation and entrepreneurship. 
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Recent NCI events 

Seminar at MDI Gurgaon 
NCI organised a seminar on 'Nordic-India Business and 
Educational Collaboration' at MDI Gurgaon on April 22. 
NCI Director, Dr. Samrat S. Kumar spoke about NCI’s 
newly established Business Cell and the expected 
outcomes of this initiative. A MoU between NCI and MDI 
was signed in connection with the seminar. 

The speakers included Samrat S. Kumar, Director NCI, Anger 
Midtkandal from the Commercial Section of the Norwegian 
Embassy and Anna-Carin Månsson, Country HR Manager IKEA 
India. The seminar participants discussed the need for closer 
collaboration between the industrial/corporate and research/
educational sectors. 

The MoU will facilitate the launching of concrete educational and 
research cooperation activities and the development of contacts 
between the staff and students of the MDI, Gurgaon and the 
member universities of NCI. 

The MoU with Management Development Institute, Gurgaon is a 
landmark for the NCI as takes the lead in the field of business and 
management educational collaboration between India and the 
Nordic Countries. It is now possible for students of NCI member 
universities to study at MDI Gurgaon’s semester courses. 

We are looking forward to many fruitful activities in the months 
and years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Samrat S. Kumar 

NCI Director

NCI Business 
Cell Working 
Group 
Presently 4 members – 
Linnaeus University, 
Copenhagen Business 
School, University of 
Oslo and University of 
Iceland- are part of the 
Business Cell working 
group.  

NCI-CBS first 
open lecture 
series: 'India 
Business Talks’ 

NCI’s first open lecture 
series ‘India Business 
Talks’ was launched on 
February 25th at the 
Copenhagen Business 
School (CBS).The 
speakers gave  exciting 
talks about Indian multi-
national companies rise 
and growing importance 
in the global economy. 

http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
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career:Asia 
For Norway and possibly for many other countries, there is a problem: We know 
that Asia is sailing up as the great economies of the 21st century and yet we as a 
nation do not know a whole lot about them. Not in the same way as we know the 
USA -- thanksgiving, Little Big Horn, Route 66... most Norwegians would be able 
to explain these. We also have limited experience in working in Asia, among 
people in Asia. There are some who do, of course, but not in any large number.  

At the same time we have students of Asia related  disciplines, 
such as Chinese or Japanese or Hindi. But they find it difficult to 
get a job, because the business community  tend to hire  people 
with at least some management studies background or actual 
worklife experience. They suspected, often rightly, that our 
students were not mindful of what it takes to be in business. 
Deadlines, team work and ’bottom line’ were if not alien concepts 
at least matters they had little experience with. 

career:Asia is set up by the University of Oslo, with the great help 
of the Nordic Centre in India ,  to amel iorate this 
situation.  Students with a BA-degree in Chinese, Japanese or 
Hindi are offered one year in their respective countries of study. 
This year is divided in two parts. One part is devoted to 
management studies at an introductory level. And the second 
part is devoted to internship in a local company. This gives our 
students three sets of skills to put on their CVs: language and 
culture skills, management studies courses, and experience from 
working in a local company. 

Read more: 
The combination of 
management studies, 
real life work experience 
and advanced language 
learning is a unique 
opportunity. For more 
information, see 
University of Oslo’s 
website:

www.uio.no

http://www.uio.no
http://www.uio.no
http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
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We were fortunate to be able to set up agreements with premier management studies schools in 
the three countries: Fudan in Shanghai, Kansei Gwakuin in Osaka, and Management Studies 
Institute in Gurgaon. 
  
What is remarkable about the Indian situation compared to China and Japan is that Indian 
companies have been extremely eager to offer our students internships. We have had calls from 
both small companies with a staff of perhaps 5-10, and really big companies such as subsidiaries 
of Tata and Larsen&Toubro. They have also been in a wide range of business, including tourism, 
corporate social responsibility, international sale, PR, and political and environmental 
consultancy. We have also received positive support from Norwegian authorieties, including 
Innovation Norway office in New Delhi and the Indo-Norwegian Chamber of Commerce. This 
massive interest has been very heartening and has also made the task of recruiting students 
easier. 
  
We believe, strongly, that Norway and other Nordic countries need people who know India and 
the other Asian countries in a deeper way than what one might get from reading English 
language newspapers or interacting with an English speaking elite. Where is India moving, what 
will sell in India, how do you get things done efficiently in India? Even for India, we know that 
businesses will benefit from an understanding that hails from beyond the elite, from the 
emerging middle classes, the aspiring young generations, and the burgeoning small towns. India 
is so much more than Delhi and Mumbai. It is a nation poised for a great leap, and we as a 
nation want to be part of it. 

Arild Engelsen Ruud is Professor of South Asia Studies, University of Oslo 

According to a recent release by the Government of India economic interests have emerged as a 
prime cause of trade between the two countries. Areas identified for industrial cooperation are 
IT, Telecommunications, Biotechnology, Environmental technologies and automotive industry. 
Sweden has had a long established presence in India - at present there are over 160 Swedish 
joint ventures wholly owned subsidiaries in India. In June, 2012 IKEA has applied for approval 
to invest Euro 1.5 billion in 25 stores across India. 

Regarding higher education, the scenario between India and Sweden is very promising as well. 
In this context Sweden can play an important role in attracting Indian student talent both in 
quality and numbers. The cooperation can play an important role in enhancing exchange of 
higher education courses, research ideas and collaborative projects between India and Sweden. 
Soniya Billore is Senior Lecturer at Dept. of Marketing, Linnaeus University  

India-Sweden 
Business relations 
Recent times have shown a 
g r o w i n g e m p h a s i s o n t h e 
relationship between Sweden and 
India on various areas such as 
trade and industry, higher 
education and cultural exchanges. 

http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
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Studying Business: NCI 
Business Cell 
The NCI has recently launched a business cell 
for Nordic students who are interested in 
spending some time in an academically 
structured and managerially relevant context 

The Business Cell will give the opportunity for students to deepen their insights into the 
business environment and practices in India and providing students experience working in 
culturally diverse teams. NCI also plans to organise summer workshops, internship 
programmes and students’ exchange programmes for Nordic students in collaboration with 
prime Indian management institutes.  

Globalization and rapid technological changes have radically  transformed the ways in which  
businesses are structured and managed. To face global challenges, new management paradigm 
has emerged which necessitates an intense international focus and revolves around cross border 
teamwork, learning, communication, integration, collaboration, and closer interaction and 
partnerships. There is a growing appreciation of the need to integrate global perspectives into 
management education to increase its relevance. To cater to the needs of a highly skilled and 
internationally orientated workforce, business schools the world over have also been striving to 
forge complex global networks and symbiotic relationships.  

India being one of the fastest growing developing economies is the obvious choice for many 
students. The business cell can thus play a crucial role for an increasing number of students who 
aspire to be contemporary managers and world leaders. 

Aradhana Aggarwal is Professor at Dept. of  Int. Economics and Management, CBS 

Study at Management 
Development Institute 
(MDI), Gurgaon 

NCI in collaboration with MDI offers the opportunity for students from NCI 
member universities to apply for Semester Programme in Business and 
Management Studies at MDI in India. 

The aim of the NCI Semester Programme at MDI is to make it possible for students to pursue 
sound academic knowledge of Business and Management Studies in India as well as gain 
experiences of the academic culture and living in India.Detailed information about the Semester 
Programme at MDI can be found at NCI’s website: http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/
semester-program-at-MDI.php. 

Students from NCI members can still apply for this year’s fall term (Mid. Sept-Mid Dec). The 
deadline for applying is end of May! 

Apply Now!


http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/semester-program-at-MDI.php
http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/semester-program-at-MDI.php
http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
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The Nordic Centre in India (NCI) is a consortium of leading universities and research 
institutions in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. Established in 2001 with 
the objective to facilitate cooperation in research and higher education between the 
Nordic countries and India, NCI facilitates and supports a wide range of study and 

NCI Secretariat in Umeå 
The Secretariat of the Nordic Centre is since 
2014 situated at the University of Umeå in 
Sweden. See http://www.umu.se/english/
about-umu 

Contact NCI Secretariat:                                
Communication and International Relations 
Office                                                     
University Liaison Building, Level 4          
Umeå University, 901 87 Umeå, Sweden 

Rupali Bhalerao, Chairperson of NCI Board             
rupali.bhalerao@umu.se  

Elisabeth Nyström, Secretary 
secretary@nordiccentreindia.com

Nordic Centre in India 
Contact NCI in Delhi:                                    
Nordic Centre in India, C-7,                  
Nizamuddin East,                                              
New Delhi 110 013, India 

Samrat S. Kumar, NCI Director 
director@nordiccentreindia.com 

Naveen Kishore, Assistant 
naveen@nordiccentreindia.com                       

Contact NCI in Hyderabad:                    
Christabel Royan, Programme Manager 
programmanager@nordiccentreindia.com 

To subscribe/unsubscribe to the NCI newsletter, please write to:        naveen@nordiccentreindia.com 

Upcoming NCI Events 
UTA-NCI India Seminar, Tampere 
NCI together with the University of Tampere is organising 
a half day seminar on 'Higher Education and Research 
Collaboration in India',12.00-15.30pm on the 23rd of May. 
The detailed programme can be found on NCI homepage: 

http://www.nordiccentreindia.com/newsandevent.php?
id=1461925750 

NCI General Assembly, May 24th in 
Tampere, Finland 
The annual NCI General Assembly meeting will take place 
in Tampere, Finland, on May 24th, 2016. All NCI members 
are expected to participate with one delegate each. 

Seminar at University 
of Iceland, Reykjavik, 
June 1 
A  half-day  seminar  will  take  
place  at  the  University of 
Iceland on June 1.  The  aim is to  
present  NCI  and learn about the 
current India activities of the 
University. 

Seminar at Oslo and 
Akershus College 
(HiOA), Oslo, June 3 
A full day workshop is planned to 
take place at HiOA in Oslo on 
June 3. 

http://www.facebook.com/NordiccentreIndia
http://www.umu.se/english/about-umu
mailto:secretary@nordiccentreindia.com
mailto:programmanager@nordiccentreindia.com
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