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1 Description

The course supplies the student with the technical skills required to reason about
issues concerning context sensitivity in natural language, as well as knowledge about
the central arguments in the field. The course will begin by supplying some back-
ground in the semantics of first-order modal and temporal logic, which is required in
order to understand the formal framework of Kaplan (1989), where the fundamen-
tal notions of character, content and extension are presented. In relation to these
concepts, we also discuss the relation between semantic value and assertoric content.
The original motivations behind double indexing in Kamp (1971) are discussed, es-
pecially in relation to the principle of compositionality. Then we move on to the
current debate about indexicalism vs. relativism, and end with an outlook towards
two-dimensional semantics.

No prior knowledge in formal semantics is required.

The course will be given in English.

2 Plan

The course consists of eight two-hour lectures (Mondays and Wednesdays) and three
exercise seminars (Thursdays). The lectures will adress the following topics:

1. First-order modal logic, possible worlds semantics: No reading.

2. Double indexed semantics (formal properties): Kamp (1971), Kaplan (1989).



3. Double indexed semantics (philosophical motivations): Kamp (1971), Kaplan
(1989).

Compositionality: Westerstahl (2012).

Character, content, extension: Kaplan (1989), Lewis (1980).

Indexicalism and relativism 1: King (2003), Stanley (2000), MacFarlane (2009).
Indexicalism and relativism 2: King (2003), Stanley (2000), MacFarlane (2009).
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8. Two-dimensional semantics: Davies and Humberstone (1980).

The seminars will provide the opportunity to do exercises on the more technical parts
of the course.

3 Examination

Take home exam.
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