Making Sense of Things: Archaeologies of Sensory Perception
Fredrik Fahlander & Anna Kjellstroem (Eds.)
Stockholm Studies in Archaeology 53, 2010.
ISBN 978-91-978257-2-6, ISSN 0349-4128.

Publikationen ‘Making Sense of Things - Archaeologies of Sensory Perception’ innehaller
foredrag fran workshopen ‘Sinnenas Arkeologi’ som hélls i december 2009 pa Stockholms
Universitet. Boken innehdller sju artiklar som diskuterar hur forntida manniskors sinnen och
sinnesupplevelser (genom bl.a. syn, hdrsel, doft, smak och kanslor) kan studeras och forstas
genom olika typer av materialiteter. Publikationen innehaller aven en kort reflkterande essa
av Professor Stephen Houston vid Brown University, USA. Professor

Houston som ar en av pionjarerna inom faltet var inbjuden som discussant under worksho-
pen.

Boken kan bestéllas fran institutionen for arkeologi och antikens

kultur och kostar 100 SEK.

The publication ‘Making Sense of Things - Archaeologies of Sensory Perception’ contains
contributions from a workshop held at the Department of Archaeology and Classical Studies,
Stockholm university, december 2009. The theme of the workshop was the ‘archaeology of
the senses’, and aspired to explore the multi-sensuous dimensions of past worlds.

The book consists of seven articles with a commentary by Professor Stephen Houston from
Brown University, USA. Professor Houston, a pioneer in the field, was invited as discussant
at the workshop.

How can human sensuous experiences through
sight, sound, taste, smell and touch be studied in
past worlds? In which ways may such a bodily
perspective affect our interpretations?

In this volume, the authors explore a wide
range of topics, such as the materialisation and
symbolism of colour, the sensuous dimensions of
commensality, and cultural constructions con-
cerning pain and odour. The articles comprise
examples from various regions and time periods
from Scandinavian Iron Age burial rites and

classical Maya monumental art to issues of death
and burial in eighteenth-century Sweden.
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