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Seminar Assignment (3 hp) 
 

The United Nations Environment Program has globally coordinated 
investigation of desertification, and one fruit of their labour has been the production 
of the book, Global Desert Outlook. During lectures, we will focus on the physical 
factors of desert environments, discussed in chapters 1, 3 and 4 in this book (and 
the other course book, Deserts). Your seminar assignment is to independently 
investigate the human – dryland interaction in order to understand the causes and 
solutions of desertification. 
 
Use Global Desert Outlook and various web resources (web searches on 
desertification or “ökenspridning” will yield lots of material to work with) to write an 
approximately 5 page summary of desertification.   
 
 

Global Desert Outlook (download from UNEP) 
 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/9581/-Global%20Deserts%20Outlook-2006665.pdf?sequence=3&%3BisAllowed=


 
Use the following questions to organize your paper 
 
1. Introduction 
What is desertification? 
How is desertification different from aridification? 
Does desertification form a natural desert environment from a semi-arid 
environment?  
Does human occupation of semi-arid landscapes always result in desertification? 
Can desertification occur without human interference? 
What are some of the major causes (physical and human) that cause 
desertification? 
 
2. An example 
Choose one area that has been impacted by desertification, and describe the 
specific causes and effects of desertification in this region. Also describe any efforts 
that have been made to slow or reverse desertification in the area and whether or 
not they are successful. (Tip: search areaname + desertification on the web). 
 
3. Your assessment of the global situation 
Based on your course book reading and web investigation of a specific area, give 
your opinion on the current UN efforts to stop or reduce desertification. What are the 
main problems to solve?  Can we do it? 
 
5. References 
List the sources of information you have used (websites, books, newspaper article 
etc.) for both the text and any images. Put references in your text (either, Author, 
2005 or using footnotes) for the facts and figures you take from various sources. Do 
not plagiarize text or data to complete your assignment, it is dishonest and can be 
illegal.  
 
Report format 
The paper should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font. Figures or pictures can be 
presented in the text or attached at the back of the paper. Please include your home 
mailing address on the paper. The report can be sent in by email 
(otto.hermelin@geo.su.se), post (Otto Hermelin, Department of Geological 
Sciences, Stockholm University, 106 91, Stockholm) or handed in at the final exam. 
 
Evaluation 
The goal is for you to demonstrate that you understand the causes and 
consequences of desertification. The assignment will be graded either pass 
(godkänd) or fail (underkänd), but you will also receive comments on your paper. A 
passing grade can be achieved by addressing all of the questions listed and 
describing an area undergoing desertification using multiple information sources in a 
well structured text that is factually correct.  
 
This project is due at the final exam. 
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