
 
Challenges to Human Rights from a Global Perspective 
 
L1 Hans Ingvar Roth: 
 
Global Challenges to Human Rights 
 
In this introductory lecture and seminar we will address some of the main global challenges to 
human rights in the world today. The outline of the course will be presented as well as 
practical details concerning readings and examination. 
 
Readings: 
 
Philip Alston – “The Populist Challenges to Human Rights”, in Journal of Human Rights 
Practice, Vol. 9, February 2017. 
Michael Ignatieff – Ordinary Virtues – Moral Order in a Divided World (Harvard University 
Press 2017) 
 
 

L2 William Underwood: 

Introduction to human rights law 

This lecture gives an introduction to the sources, methods and basic principles of human 
rights law.  It will provide an overview of the key human rights law instruments and how they 
are interpreted and applied at the international, regional, and domestic level.  It will include an 
introduction to the legal method of analysis and argumentation for students without a law 
background. 

 Readings 

 Moeckli, D., S. Shah and S. Sivakumaran (eds.), International Human Rights Law, 3rd ed. 
(Oxford University Press, 2018), chapters 4 (‘Sources) and 24 (‘Within the state’) – several 
copies available from the kurslitteratur section of the SU library 

 Supplementary 

 Dixon, M., Textbook on International Law, 7th ed. (Oxford University Press, 2013), chapters 
1, 2, 4 and 12 – available as a regular loan from the SU library 

 

L3 William Underwood: 

Populism, the ‘right to democracy’ and human rights law 

 This lecture will examine whether there is a ‘right to democracy’ under international law, and 
if so, whether populist and illiberal understandings of ‘democracy’ are consistent with the 
right.  It will also examine whether there is a tension between human rights law and 



democracy, and whether the implementation of human rights law can be understood as 
undemocratic. 
 
Readings:  
Fox, G., ‘Democracy, Right to, International Protection’ (2008) in Max Planck Encyclopedia 
of Public International Law (available from the SU library as an online database) 
  
Moeckli, D., ‘Of Minarets and Foreign Criminals: Swiss Direct Democracy and Human 
Rights’ (2011) 11 Human Rights Law Review 774 (available from SU library online) 
 
 
 
L4 Göran Collste: 
 
Global Justice and Human Rights 
 
The discussion on global justice has been intense the last decades. In my lecture I will  present 
some theories of global justice and focus on two complementary aspects; global distributive 
justice and global rectificatory justice. 
 
Required readings: 
 
Göran Collste – “Globalization and Global Justice – A Thematic Introduction” in De Ethica, 
Vol. 3:1 (2016) 
Göran Collste – “…restoring the dignity of the victims. Is Global Rectificatory Justice 
Feasible?”, 3:2 

 

L5 Gabriel Jonsson: 

North Korea ”The Worst of the Worst”. 

North Korea is considered by the Freedom House to be among the “worst of the worst” 
among non-free countries in their annual ranking of political rights and civil liberties in the 
world. The lecture will focus on three issues: Is it possible to rank oppression? What does it 
mean to be a “non-free country”? What can the global community do to affect the human 
rights situation?  
 
Required readings: 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2497122019ENGLISH.PDF 
Amnesty International. North Korea, 2017/2018. N. p., n. d. Available at 
 https://www.amnesty.org/.../north-korea/report-korea-democrati. Accessed May 28, 2018. 

- Democratic People’s Republic of Korea: Gestures are not Enough. London, January 
2019. 

Freedom House. Freedom in the World. Washington and New York: Freedom House, 2018. 

Jonsson, Gabriel. “Human Rights in North Korea: Pressure and Engagement.” Policy 



 Brief, No. 172, March 8, 2015. Available at isdp.eu/.../human-rights-north-korea-pressure-
engagement/ 

 

L6 Johan Lagerkvist: 

China and Human Rights 

"Is China setting up a new model for human rights?". Chinese leaders and diplomats have 
become more active in not just defending the party-state's ways of managing human rights 
issues, but also advocating that others are on the wrong track. What prospects are there for 
making such a model successful. 

Required readings: 
 
 Primiano, Christopher B.. ”China´s Human Rights Statements in the United Nations” in 
CHINA-AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL; NOV 2018; 16; 4; p183-p198 
 
Zhengqing, Yuan; Zhiyong, Li; Xiaofei, Zhufu. ”China and the Remolding of International 
Human Rights Norms” By: In Social Sciences in China.  Aug2017, Vol. 38 Issue 3, p25-46. 
22p 
 
 
 
L7 Paul Levine: 
 
Human Rights and Civil Society – the Case of Turkey 
 
In this seminar, we will be discussing ”the inside story”. What does it look and feel like to 
work on human rights in various forms inside a country where the space for independent civil 
society is rapidly shrinking, and where such activism can be fraught with great personal risks? 
How do activists in rights-based civil society describe their reality and how do they respond 
to it? Can the digital sphere offer an alternative space for resistance against democratic 
retrenchments? 
 
Required readings 
 
Eldén, Åsa and Paul T. Levin. (2018). ”Swedish Aid in the Era of Shrinking Space – The 
Case of Turkey”, EBA Rapport 2018:06, Expertgruppen för biståndsanalys.  
https://eba.se/rapporter/swedish-aid-in-the-era-of-shrinking-democratic-space-the-case-of-
turkey/8657/ 
 
Görkem, Şenay Yavuz. (2017). ”The weakest link or the magic stick?: Turkish activists’ 
perceptions on the scope and strength of digital activism” Turkish Studies, VOL. 18, NO. 1, 
102–124 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14683849.2016.1272048  
 
 
 



Optional readings 
 
Esen, Berk & Sebnem Gumuscu. (2016). ”Rising competitive authoritarianism in Turkey”, 
Third World Quarterly, 37:9, 1581-1606. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2015.1135732  
 
Aktas, Vezir, Marco Nilsson and Klas Borell. (2018). ”Social Scientist Under Threat: 
Resistance and Self-Censorship in Turkish Academia”, British Journal of Educational 
Studies, 2018, pp. 1–18. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00071005.2018.1502872  
 
 
 
 
L8 Jonas Ebbesson 

Human rights and the environment: cross-fertilization with huge implications 

Since the early 1990s increasing attention has been given to human rights in relation to health 
and the environment. While the discourse and jurisprudence of human rights and the 
environment address both the substantive dimension (the right to a clean, decent or 
satisfactory environment) and the procedural dimension (various participatory rights) of the 
matter, so far the latter dimension has received more recognition. This development is seen in 
the jurisprudence of human rights tribunals and also in specific environmental treaties 
focusing on public participation in environmental matters. Of great importance are the 
international review bodies (courts, committees, commissions), available for members of the 
public to challenge compliance by states with their international commitments.  

Required readings: 

Jonas Ebbesson – “Public Participation” in Oxford Handbook on International Environmental 
Law (OUP 2nd ed.) 

Jonas Ebbesson – “Principle 10 – Public Participation” in the Rio Declaration on Enironment 
and Development – A Commentary, ed.by Jorge E Vinuales (OUP 2015) 

 
 
L9 Anna Roosvall 
 
Media and Human Rights  
(Description and readings forthcoming) 
 

L10 Mark Klamberg  

The Widening Use of State of Emergency 

Public unrest, terrorist attacks, natural disasters and events of equal severity have in recent 
years prompted states to declare state of emergency. This seminar concerns the permissibility 



of state of emergency under human rights law. It will involve a discussion about the 
underlying theory, ideologies and politics of emergency situations. An assignment with 
questions and tasks will be made available prior the seminar which will require preparation by 
the students. 

Klamberg, Mark, Reconstructing the Notion of State of Emergency under Human Rights 
Law. Faculty of Law, Stockholm University Research Paper No. 64. Available at SSRN: 
https://ssrn.com/abstract=2812635. 

L10 Hans Ingvar Roth and Adrian Thomasson 
 
How to Handle Populism, Human Rights Education and Concluding Remarks. 
 
Required reading: 
Cristobal Rovira Kaltwasser – ”Populism and the Question of How to Respsond to it” in The 
Oxford Handbook of Populism (OUP 2018) 

 

 


