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Course coordinator
Sabrina Buettner

Number of students taking exam/other relevant examination form
18
Number of students passed
18

Description of any changes since the last time the course was given 
There were several changes to the previous MCB course: 
- the number of participating students have been increases (from previously 8-12 to 18) 
- the practical lab schedule has been restructured and adapted to (i) accommodate an increased number of students, and to 
(ii) take all recommendations by the SU in respect to the Corona situation into account 
- due to the Corona situation, the practical time at the bench (hands-on per person) has been reduced to follow the 
recommendations 
- several lectures have been held via Zoom

Postitive things about the course according to students (summary based on both quantitative date from 
evaluation and the students' text answers)
The students definitely perceive this course as very useful, as almost all (14 out of 16) students answer  the question "I feel 
that I will have use of what I have learnt after my studies" with "Completely".  
The students felt the quality of the lectures was very good and covered state-of-the-art research in Molecular and Cell 
Biology. Almost all felt the Poster presentation during the Symposium as well as the discussions during the Symposium 
where rewarding and thought them a lot, and everybody was very positive about the possibility to act as an "opponent" 
during the Symposium , asking questions and lead a scientific discussion. Asked what they find best about the course, 
several students mention the Symposium, the time spent on developing an own experimental strategy, read into a specific 
topic and gather information to come up with a proposal and a scientific poster for the Symposium. Others highlight the 
lectures.

Things about the course that could be improved according to students (summary based on both quantitative 
date from evaluation and the students' text answers)
Here, mostly the lab practicals are mentioned. Several students mention that during the lab practicals, they would have like 
to have more hands-on experience and have more time at the bench, potentially also smaller groups to allow more lab work 
per person. A wish for more advanced lab work was mentioned and even more lectures that deal with the different topics of 
the Symposium.

Teachers' analysis of the course
I think this course went extremely well, despite the complicated circumstances. Everybody worked together to accommodate
to the complicated situation, the lab assistants managed the lab practicals very well, despite (i) social distancing regulations,
(ii) more students than before and (iii) a re-structured lab schedule. The student's evaluations are very positive. My 
assessment is that this course could not have gone better or smoother in light of the challenges. I think that all students felt 
this course was rewarding and that they learned a lot and are more enthusiastic about Molecular Cell Biology than before the
course. The quality of the posters, presentations and proposals was very high, and on average the students performed very 
well.

Conclusions and suggestions for changes (if any)
-Overall, the students evaluate this course very good and are happy with the setup and the different aspects of the course 
(lectures, Symposium, Poster, Opposition, lab work) 
-if somehow possible (depends on number of lab assistants in the course and the Corona situation), we will evaluate whether
it will be possible to increase the hands-on time for each student during the lab practicals 
- Probably Include one more round of feedback after the 2nd project progress presentations, as some students explicitly 
asked for it, maybe structure the feedback so that students give students constructive feedback.


