
Course report, BL7063 VT21 Marine Animal Physiology 

Link to the compilation of the survey (quantitative answers): 

https://arkiv.kursvardering.su.se/document/survey-report/pdf/806e60a1-8889-406d-8285-
7216021133ff?#toolbar=1 

Description of changes since the last course and decisions already made since 

last course date (if any was made) 

This is the first time the course was given at Stockholm University. This course was planned 

initially as a Research focused course, but this year was taught online.  The lectures and the 

practical portions were adjusted for the online set up, and the experiments were run by the 

teaching staff.  

The strengths of the course's according to the students 

- engaging lectures 

- planning of experiments 

- the projects 

- combination of climate change and physiology in research projects 

- seminar-style presentations 

The weaknesses of the course according to the students 

- students could not run the experiments themselves, so it was difficult for them to anticipate 

when data were going to be available  

- in the last few weeks of the class the workload was significantly higher than in the first part 

of the course because of data analysis, manuscript preparation, and presentations 

The teachers' analysis of the course's implementation and results 

Teaching a research course on Zoom is particularly challenging. Some aspects were difficult 

to replicate virtually (e.g., running experiments). The theoretical part of the course ran 

smoothly with lectures equally divided between marine ecological physiology and aquatic 

biomechanics. The students could have arranged with the TA to come to the lab and run an 

experiment, and some did. I invited one guest lecturer but will invite more next year. 

Conclusions and suggestions for possible changes in order to develop the 

course and any decisions already made to develop the course before future 

course dates. 

Hopefully, next year the course will be run in person. Students will conduct their own 

experiments, either with marine fishes or invertebrates. 
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