
Thaïs Machado-Borges 

thais.machadoborges@su.se 

Abbreviated CV (updated 2021) 

Language skills: Portuguese (native); Swedish (fluent); English (fluent); Spanish (good oral 

and reading skills); French (good oral and reading skills); Italian (basic oral and reading 

skills); some knowledge of Japanese (introductory courses A and B, University level). 

Education  

Degrees 

2012.  Associate Professor in Social Anthropology (Swedish: Docent), Stockholm 

University. 

2003.  Ph.D. in Social Anthropology, Stockholm University. 

1994.  BA: Stockholm University. Major: Social Anthropology. Minors: Sociology, 

Linguistic, Japanese. 

1988.  BA (D.E.U.G.). Université de Franche-Comté, Besançon, France. Major : 

Sociology. Minors: Psychology, Ethnology, Anthropology. 

Employment 

Current position: Senior Lecturer in Latin American Studies, Nordic Institute of Latin 

American Studies, Department of Romance and Classic Studies, Stockholm University. 

Previous positions 

2015-2018.  Research Officer, European research projects and policies: Research Support 

Office, Stockholm University.  

2009-2014.  Researcher: “Degraded Objects, Disposable People: On Garbage, Social 

Inequality, Consumption and Citizenship among Urban Women in Southeastern 

Brazil.” Project funded by Sida/Sarec and The Swedish Research Council. 

Institute of Latin American Studies, Stockholm University. 

2012-2014.  Director of Studies, undergraduate and advanced levels, Dept. of Spanish, 

Portuguese and Latin American Studies (75% of full-time from January 2013). 

Lecturer (Institute of Latin American Studies and Department of Social 

Anthropology, Stockholm University). 

2006-2009.  Researcher: “Beneath the Surface We’re All Alike: Social Inequality, Bodies, 

and Physical Interventions among Lower-income and Middle-class Brazilian 

Women”. Project funded by the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet).  

Institute of Latin American Studies, Stockholm University. 

2008-2010.  Network Coordinator: Swedish Network of Latin American Studies (RESELA) 

Funded by Sida/Sarec. 

2007-2009. Network Coordinator: Latin American Futures’ Project (LAF). Funded by 

Sida/Sarec. 

Lecturer: Institute of Latin American Studies and Department of Social 

Anthropology, SU. 

2003-2005. Post-doctoral Researcher: “Hand-Made: Middle-Class Brazilians and Cosmetic 

Surgery”. Department of Social Anthropology and Institute of Latin American 

Studies, Stockholm University, Sweden. Project funded by the Anna Ahlström 

and Ellen Terserus Foundation. 
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External research grants awarded - Principal investigator (Specified by year, body 

awarding the grant, project title and eventual associated researchers). 

2019-2021. Swedish Research Council (VR). Project: “Gender Troubled? Culture Wars on 

Sexuality, Gender, Religion, and Politics in Contemporary Brazil.” Thaïs 

Machado-Borges (Principal Investigator), 2 collaborating researchers (Dr 

Negreiros Persson and Dr Gemzöe).  

2020.  Magnus Bergvalls Stiftelse. 

2010.  Swedish Research Council (VR). Conference Grant: “Independency and 

Dependencies in Latin America –200 Years Later.”  

2009-2012.  Swedish Research Council (VR) and Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (RJ). Project: 

“Degraded Objects, Disposable People: On Garbage, Social Inequality, 

Consumption and Citizenship among Urban Women in Southeastern Brazil.” 

VR funded the project. 

2008-2009.  SIDA/Sarec. Project: “Degraded Objects, Disposable People: On Garbage, 

Social Inequality, Consumption and Citizenship among Urban Women in 

Southeastern Brazil.” 

2009.  SIDA/Sarec. Project: RESELA (Red sueca de estudios latino americanos); Aim: 

one year grant to start a Latin American research network. Thaïs Machado-

Borges (Co-applicant; main applicant Mona Rosendahl).  

2008.  K &A Wallenbergs Stiftelse. Travel grant.  

2008.  Helge Ax:son Johnson. Popular scientific project: “Beauty Factor: Bodies, Art, 

and Anthropology.” Aim: Grant to organize a series of workshops with women 

working on the beauty market in Brazil.  

2006-2008.  Swedish Research Council (VR). Project: “Beneath the surface we’re all alike – 

Social inequality, bodies, and physical interventions among lower-income and 

middle-class Brazilian women.”  

2003.  Helge Ax:son Johnson. Purchase of material related to research project.  

2003-2005.  Anna Ahlström and Ellen Terserus Stiftelse. Project: Hand-Made: middle-class 

Brazilians and cosmetic surgery.”  

2002-2003.  John Söderbergs Stipendiestiftelse. Ph.D. dissertation.  

2001-2002.   Lydia and Emil Kinanders Stiftelse. PhD. Dissertation.  

2000-2001.  Elisabeth and Herman Rhodins Minne. Doctoral Studies.  

1998-1999. Lydia and Emil Kinanders Stiftelse. Doctoral Studies.  

1998.  H.S. and Emmy Josephssons Stiftelse. Fieldwork in Brazil. 

1997.  Carl Erik Levins Stiftelse. Fieldwork in Brazil.  

1996-1997.  Swedish Institute. Fieldwork in Brazil.  

1995.  Wahlgrenska Stiftelsen. Fieldwork in Brazil.  

Commissions and experience 

Fall 2018-2021. Coordinator: Research Seminars at the Institute of Latin American Studies, 

Stockholm University. 
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2021. Co-tutor of PhD dissertation by Nika Rasmussen (Embodied Citizenship in the 

Making – Bolivian Urban Youth at the Crossroads of Social Hierarchies), Dept. 

of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology, Uppsala University. Concluded and 

defended 12 March 2021. 

2021.  Opponent and Member of the Examination Committee for PhD dissertation in 

Social Anthropology by Maria Nilsen (Suspended in Time – an Ethnography of 

the temporal nature of infrastructure), University of Århus, Denmark, February 

19, 2021.  

2020.  Member of Examination Committee (substitute) for PhD dissertation by 

Christina Alnevall (Women’s Discursive Representation: Women as Political 

Representatives, Mothers, and Victims of Men’s Violence in the Mexican 

Parliament), Department of Political Science, Stockholm University, 10 March 

2020. 

2019.  Member of scientific committee. Symposium on “Ethnographies of 

Megaprojects: Social and Political Worlds of Large-Scale Infrastructure.” 

September 12-13, 2019.  

2018-2019.  Host for visiting scholar Dr. Cristina Marchi, Catholic University of Salvador, 

Brazil. Topic: Recycling practices in Sweden – innovative ideas to be presented 

to Brazilian recycling cooperatives (Dec.2018 – March 2019). 

2018.  Member of Examination Committee (substitute) – PhD dissertation in Gender 

Studies by Åsa Eriksson (Resisting feminized precarity: Fram workers in post-

strike Western Cape, South Africa). Department of Ethnology, Religion and 

Gender Studies, Stockholm University, September 7, 2018.   

2017.  Opponent and member of Examination Committee for  PhD  dissertation by 

Daniela Lazoroska (Eating the favela: the taste for the good life in contemporary 

Brazil), Department of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen. November, 3, 

2017. 

2014-2016.  External supervisor of PhD candidate Leonardo Correa. Poslin, Análise de 

discurso (Brazilian telenovelas), Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil 

(concluded in 2016).  

2015.  Opponent – final manuscript of Markus Lindström’s PhD dissertation in 

Economic History (Landless workers’ movement), Stockholm University. 

December 3, 2015. 

2010.  Opponent – final manuscript of Silje Lundgren’s PhD dissertation in Cultural 

Anthropology (Heterosexual Havana), Uppsala University, September 2, 2010. 

Membership on Boards 

Since 2018. Editorial board of Iberoamericana - Nordic Journal of Latin American and 

Caribbean Studies.  

2014-15. Vice-president of the Swedish Society of Anthropology and Geography 

(SSAG).  

2012-14.  Board member of the Swedish Society of Anthropology and Geography 

(SSAG).   
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2007-2014.  Editor of the Journal Stockholm Review of Latin American Studies 

(http://www.lai.su.se/ - publications). 

Research Administration 

2015-18.  Research Support Office: H2020; European funding possibilities for the Social 

Sciences and Humanities; Open Science; Responsible Research and Innovation.   

2009-2011.  Coordinator: National research network RESELA (Red Sueca de Estudios 

Latino-Americanos). Institute of Latin American Studies, SU. 

2007-2009.  Coordinator: Research environment project LAF –Latin American Futures. A 

Cross-Disciplinary Approach to the Liberal Production of Inequality, Space and 

Identity. Institute of Latin American Studies, SU. 

Teaching (Selection of recent courses) 

Advanced Level 

Gender and Post-colonialism in Latin America, 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

Geography, Regions and People in Latin America, 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

Bodies and Borders in Latin America, 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

 Media in Latin America. 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

Supervision Master Dissertations, Latin American Studies, SU. 

Undergraduate Level  

Inequalities, Gender and Power in Latin America, 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

Internship semester, 30 credits. Latin American Studies, SU. 

Supervision Bachelor exams, Latin American Studies, SU 

Social Science Methods. 7.5 credits. Latin American Studies, SU.  

Outreach Activities (most recent) 

2021.  Podcast - Interview about Brazil and the Pandemic (in Swedish) – Afton Daily, 

https://www.aftonbladet.se/podcasts/ab/episode/326909. 

2021.  Open lecture and round table discussion ABF (Swedish) – Brasilien, Pandemin, 

president Bolsonaro och framtiden, March 16, 2021. 

(https://www.facebook.com/abf.stockholm/videos/brasilien-pandemin-president-

bolsonaro-och-framtiden/782328429039619/) 

2020. Open lecture  and round table discussion at ABF (in Swedish) – Internationell 

utblick: Ett år med Jair Bolsonaro. Topic – Gender Issues and Discussions 

during 2019. Other speakers: Lennart Kjörling and Torsten Wetterblad. 

Moderator: Laura Álvarez. 16 March, 2020.  

Publications 

 

http://su.diva-portal.org/smash/resultList.jsf?aq=%5B%5B%7B%22personId%22%3A%22macha%22%7D%5D%5D&aq2=%5B%5B%5D%5D&aqe=%5B%5D&af=%5B%5D&query=&language=en&dswid=-4289

