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CURRICULUM VITAE FOR DR. KARL GUSTAFSSON 
 
ACADEMIC TITLES 
Docent (Associate professor), March 2016. 
PhD, June 2011. 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Economic History and International Relations, Stockholm 
University. Since February 2019. 
 
Senior Research Fellow, Swedish Institute of International Affairs. Since December 2015. 
 
Acting Director of the East Asia Program, Swedish Institute of International Affairs. 1 
September-31 December 2015. 
 
Part-time lecturer, Department of Political Science, Stockholm University. Since February 
2015. 
 
Research fellow, Swedish Institute of International Affairs. 1 September 2013-December 
2015. 
 
Post-doc research fellow, Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies, Lund University. 1 
September 2011-31 August 2013. 
 
PhD student and part-time lecturer, Department of Political Science, Stockholm University. 1 
September 2006-31 August 2011.  
 
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 
 
PEER REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES 
1. Gustafsson, K. & Hall, Todd H. (2021) ‘The Politics of Emotions in International 
Relations: Who gets to feel what, whose emotions matter, and the “history problem” in Sino-
Japanese relations’, International Studies Quarterly. https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqab071 
 
2. Gustafsson, K. (2021) ‘Why is anxiety’s positive potential so rarely realised? Creativity 
and change in international politics’, Part of forum on anxiety and International Relations, 
Journal of International Relations and Development. https://rdcu.be/cmGHv 
2018 impact factor: 1.545, SSCI ranking (2018): 34/91 in IR, 77/176 in Political science. 
 
3. Gustafsson, K. & Krickel-Choi, N. (2020) ‘Returning to the Roots of Ontological Security: 
Insights from the existentialist anxiety literature’, European Journal of International 
Relations 26(3): 875-895. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1354066120927073 
2018 impact factor: 2.756, SSCI ranking (2018): 11/91 in IR. 
 
4. Gustafsson, K. (2020) ‘Understanding the persistence of history-related issues in Sino-
Japanese relations: From memory to forgetting’, International Politics 57(6): 1047-1062. 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41311-020-00219-7 2018 impact factor: 0.693, 
SSCI ranking (2018): 77/91 in IR, 144/176 in Political Science. 
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5. Gustafsson, K. (2020) ‘International reconciliation on the Internet? Ontological security, 
attribution and the construction of war memory narratives in Wikipedia’, International 
Relations 34(1): 3-24. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0047117819864410  
2018 impact factor: 1.385, SSCI ranking (2018): 43/91 in IR. 
 
6. Hagström L. & Gustafsson, K. (2019) ‘Narrative power: How storytelling shapes East 
Asian international politics’, Cambridge Review of International Affairs 32(4): 387-406. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09557571.2019.1623498 
2018 impact factor: 0.656, SSCI ranking (2017): 78/91 in IR, 146/176 in Political Science. 
 
7. Gustafsson, K. Hagström, L. & Hanssen, U. (2019) ‘Long live pacifism! Narrative power 
and Japan’s pacifist model’, Cambridge Review of International Affairs 32(4): 502-520. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09557571.2019.1623174  
2018 impact factor: 0.656, SSCI ranking (2018): 78/91 in IR, 146/176 in Political Science. 
 
8. Gustafsson, K. (2019). ‘Chinese Collective Memory on the Internet: Remembering the 
Great Famine in Online Encyclopaedias’, Memory Studies 12(2): 184-197. 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698017714836  
2018 impact factor: 1.984, SSCI ranking (2018) 1/95 in History, 2/41 in Cultural studies). 
 
9. Gustafsson, K. (2020) ‘Temporal othering, de-securitisation and apologies: Understanding 
Japanese security policy change’, Journal of International Relations and Development 23(3): 
511-534. https://rdcu.be/bflrT  
2018 impact factor: 1.545, SSCI ranking (2018): 34/91 in IR, 77/176 in Political science. 
 
10. Hanssen, U., Hagström, L. & Gustafsson, K. (2018) ’Japan’s pacifism is dead!’, Survival 
60(6): 137-158. https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/SWI8BAspMTJ3G3f9h4MA/full 
 2018 impact factor: 1.264, SSCI ranking (2018): 50/91 in IR, 97/176 in Political science. 
 
11. Gustafsson, K. & Hagström, L. (2018) ‘What’s the point? Teaching graduate students how 
to construct political science research puzzles’, European Political Science 17(4): 634-648. 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41304-017-0130-y  
2018 impact factor: 1.141, SSCI ranking (2018): 106/176 in Political science. 
The article has been downloaded more than 31,000 times. 
 
12. Hiljegren, S. & Gustafsson, K. (2017). ‘Säkerhetisering och kosmopolitiska moment: Från 
brittisk till europeisk riskfråga’ (Securitization and cosmopolitan moments: From British to 
European risk issue), Statsvetenskaplig tidskrift (The Journal of the Swedish Political Science 
Association) 119(2), 2017. 
https://www.academia.edu/33698850/Säkerhetisering_och_kosmopolitiska_moment_Smittout
brott_från_brittisk_till_europeisk_riskfråga 
 
13. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘Routinised Recognition and Anxiety: Understanding the 
Deterioration in Sino-Japanese Relations’, Review of International Studies 42(4): 613-633. 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/review-of-international-studies/article/routinised-
recognition-and-anxiety-understanding-the-deterioration-in-sino-japanese-
relations/632ADA4A6E5D97B3AB7F83086D187B43/core-reader  
2018 impact factor: 1.791, SSCI ranking (2018): 24/91 in IR. 
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14. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘Recognising Recognition Through Thick and Thin: Insights from 
Sino-Japanese Relations’, Cooperation and Conflict 51(3): 255-271. 
http://cac.sagepub.com/content/51/3/255.full  
2018 impact factor: 1.877, SSCI ranking (2018): 21/91 in IR, 54/176 in Political science.  
 
15. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘The Struggle over the Meaning of Chinese Patriotism in the 21st 
Century’, China: An International Journal 14(3): 133-152. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/629022  
2018 impact factor: 0.311, SSCI ranking (2018): 65/74 in Area studies. 
 
16. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘How to Make Former Aggressors Repent Through Shaming and 
Praising: The Case of Sino-Japanese Relations’, Global Affairs 1(3): 315-324. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/23340460.2015.1048625?src=recsys  
The article is the 3rd most downloaded article in Global Affairs. 
 
17. Hagström L. & Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Japan and Identity Change: Why it Matters in 
International Relations’, The Pacific Review 28(1): 1-22. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2014.969298?src=recsys  
2018 impact factor: 1.865, SSCI ranking (2018): 22/91 in IR, 9/74 in Area studies. 
The article is the most downloaded article in The Pacific Review. 
 
18. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Identity and Recognition: Remembering and Forgetting the Post-
War in Sino-Japanese Relations’, The Pacific Review 28(1): 117-138. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09512748.2014.970053  
2018 impact factor: 1.865, SSCI ranking (2018): 22/91 in IR, 9/74 in Area studies. 
 
19. Gustafsson, K. (2014) ‘Is China’s Discursive Power Increasing? The Case of the Power of 
the Past in Sino-Japanese Relations’, Asian Perspective 38(3): 411-433. 
http://www.ui.se/eng/upl/files/107048.pdf  
Impact factor (2018): 0.509, SSCI ranking (2018) 81/91 in IR. 
 
20. Gustafsson, K. (2014) ‘Collective Memory and Ontological Security in Sino-Japanese 
Relations’, Asian Studies Review 38(1): 71-86. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10357823.2013.852156?src=recsys    
Impact factor (2018): 0.529, SSCI ranking (2018): 54/74 in Area studies, 21/41 in Cultural 
studies.  
The article won the Wang Gungwu prize for best article published in Asian Studies Review in 
2014. 
The article is the 2nd most downloaded article ever in Asian Studies Review. 
 
21. Gustafsson, K. (2009) ‘Freds- och krigsmuseers politiska roll i Japan och Kina’ (The 
Political Role of Peace and War Museums in Japan and China), Kosmopolis: Peace, Conflict 
and World Politics Journal (Finland) 39(2): 7-25. 
 
CO-EDITED SPECIAL ISSUE 
1. Gustafsson, K. & Hagström, L. (2019) ‘Narrative Power in International Relations’, Special 
issue of Cambridge Review of International Affairs 32(4). 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ccam20/current?nav=tocList  
2018 impact factor: 0.656, SSCI ranking (2017): 78/91 in IR, 146/176 in Political Science. 
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PEER REVIEWED CHAPTERS IN EDITED VOLUMES 
1. Gustafsson, K. (forthcoming 2023) ‘Beyond bilateral conflict in the international politics of 
memory in East Asia: Anxiety and reconciliation’, in Mälksoo, Maria (ed.) Handbook on the 
Politics of Memory. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. 
 
Gustafsson, K. (2021) ‘Memory politics and archives in Sino-Japanese relations’, in Boel, 
Jens, Canavaggio, Perrine and Quintana, Antonio Gonzalez (eds.) Archives and Human 
Rights. London: Routledge. https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/memory-politics-
archives-sino-japanese-relations-karl-gustafsson/e/10.4324/9780429054624-
17?context=ubx&refId=a107ef43-a57c-4ea8-b3cd-c8c9a520f952 
 
2. Gustafsson, K. (2018) 日本人のアイデンティティ、「反日」と言説闘争。杉田米行
（編）アジア太平洋地域の政治・社会・国際関係。東京：明石書店。 
 
3. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Japanese Identity in a Globalized World: “Anti-Japanism” and 
Discursive Struggle’, in Sugita, Yoneyuki (ed.) Japan Viewed from Interdisciplinary 
Perspectives: History and Prospects, Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, pp. 41-58. 
 
4. Hagström L. & Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Japan and Identity Change: Why it Matters in 
International Relations’, in Hagström, Linus (ed.) Identity Change and Foreign Policy: Japan 
and its ‘Others’, London: Routledge. Previously published in The Pacific Review. 
 
5. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Identity and Recognition: Remembering and Forgetting the Post-
War in Sino-Japanese Relations’, in Hagström, Linus (ed.) Identity Change and Foreign 
Policy: Japan and its ‘Others’, London: Routledge. Previously published in The Pacific 
Review. 
 
OTHER CHAPTERS IN EDITED VOLUMES 
1. Gustafsson, K. (2021) ‘Apologies after War and Atrocity’, in Richmond, Oliver and 
Visoka, Gëzim (eds.) The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Peace and Conflict Studies.  
 
2. Gustafsson, K. & Hagström L. (2016) ‘Forskningsproblem: Vad står på spel?’ (Research 
problems: What’s at stake?), in Bremberg, Niklas; Hagström, Linus & Holmberg, Arita (eds.) 
Att forska: praktiker och roller, Stockholm: Carlssons bokförlag, pp. 96-118. 
 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION 
Gustafsson, K. (2011) ‘Narratives and Bilateral Relations: Rethinking the ‘History Issue’ in 
Sino-Japanese Relations’, Ph.D. Dissertation, Stockholm: Department of Political Science.  
Awarded the Stockholm University Association’s (Högskoleföreningen) prize for best 
dissertation within the Faculty of Social Sciences in 2011. 
 
ACADEMIC BOOK REVIEWS 
1. Gustafsson, K. (2019) ‘The History Problem: The Politics of War Commemoration in East 
Asia’, Book review, Social Science Japan Journal 22(2): 312-315. 
https://academic.oup.com/ssjj/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ssjj/jyz004/5555990  
 
2. Gustafsson, K. (2018) ‘Divided Lenses: Screen Memories of War in East Asia’, Book 
review, Pacific Affairs 91(3): 567-570. 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/paaf/paaf/2018/00000091/00000003/art00015#ex
pand/collapse 
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3. Gustafsson, K. (2017) ‘Middle Kingdom and Empire of the Rising Sun: Sino-Japanese 
Relations, Past and Present’, Book review, Cambridge Review of International Affairs 30(5-
6): 569-571. https://tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09557571.2018.1439309  
 
4. Gustafsson, K. (2019) ‘Sino-Japanese Power Politics: Might, Money and Minds’, Book 
review, Japan Forum 31(1): 138-141. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/dXb2HYctrMMBUYGABX8S/full   
 
5. Gustafsson, K. (2017) ‘The China Problem in Postwar Japan: Japanese national Identity 
and Sino-Japanese Relations’, Book review, Monumenta Nipponica 72(1): 142-145. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/669582  
 
6. Gustafsson, K. (2017) ‘Contested Memories in Chinese and Japanese Foreign Policy’, 
Book review, Cooperation and Conflict 52(4): 571-572. 
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0010836717716724  
 
7. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘China’s International Relations and Harmonious World: Time, 
Space and Multiplicity in World Politics’, Book review, Internasjonal Politikk, 74(3): 1-4. 
https://tidsskriftet-ip.no/index.php/intpol/article/viewFile/514/1040  
 
OTHER RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 
1. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘The ”History Problem” in Sino-Japanese Relations: What’s the 
Problem?’, E-International Relations, available at: http://www.e-ir.info/2016/10/31/the-
history-problem-in-sino-japanese-relations-whats-the-problem/.  
 
2. Gustafsson, K. (2014) ‘Is Patriotism Distinct from Nationalism? The Meaning of 
“Patriotism” in China in the 2000s’, Working papers in contemporary Asian studies, (42), 
Lund, Sweden: Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies, pp. 1-25. 
 
3. Gustafsson, K. (2014) ‘Transnational Civil Society and the Politics of Memory in Sino-
Japanese Relations: Exhibiting the “Comfort Women” in China’, Working papers in 
contemporary Asian studies, (41), Lund, Sweden: Centre for East and South-East Asian 
Studies, pp. 1-19. 
 
4. Gustafsson, K. (2013) ‘”Anti-Japanism” och Sino-Japanska relationer’ (“Anti-Japanism” 
and Sino-Japanese relations), Orientaliska studier (Oriental Studies), (134): 107-150. 
 
5. Gustafsson, K. (2013) ‘Ursäkter i internationell politik: Fallet Japan-Kina-relationer’ 
(Apologies in international politics: The case of Japan-China relations), Statsvetenskaplig 
tidskrift, 115(1): 80. 
 
POPULAR SCIENCE ARTICLES 
1. Gustafsson, K. (2016) ‘Det kollektiva minnet begränsas i Kina’, Utrikesmagasinet. 
 
2. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Japan och Kina: Grannar som inte drar jämnt’, Världspolitikens 
dagsfrågor 9, pp. 1-32. 
 
3. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Japan-Kina-relationer 70 år efter andra världskrigets slut’, 
Utrikesmagasinet. 
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4. Gustafsson, K. (2015) ‘Abe’s statement on the 70th anniversary of the end of the war and 
Sino-Japanese relations’, Nottingham University China Policy Institute Blog.  
 
5. Gustafsson, K. (2014) ‘Förlåt – och sen då?’ (Sorry – and then what?) Internationella 
studier (International Studies), (1).   
 
6. Gustafsson, K. (2013) ‘Japanese Prime Minister Abe’s U-Turn on the Murayama 
Statement’, East Asia Forum. Re-published in The Glocal. 
 
7. Gustafsson, K. (2013) ‘The Sino-Japanese battle for hearts and minds over the 
Diaoyu/Senkaku Islands’, East Asia Forum. 
 
8. Gustafsson, K. (2010) ’Kinesisk historieskrivning och Motstståndskiget mot Japan’ 
(Chinese Historiography and the War of Resistance against Japan), Kinarapport, (4): 94-99. 
 
9. Gustafsson, K. (2009) ‘Exhibiting the Chinese War of Resistance in the People’s Republic 
of China’, Asia Portal In Focus Blog, Available online at: 
http://barha.asiaportal.info/blogs/2009/september/exhibiting-chinese-war-resistance-
people%E2%80%99s-republic-china.  
 
10. Gustafsson, K. (2008) ’Historieframställningar, museer och internationell politik’ 
(Representations of History, Museums and International Politics), Internationella Studier 
(International Studies), (2). 
 
11. Gustafsson, K. (2007) ’Japans missförstådda krigsminnen’ (Japan’s Misunderstood War 
Memories), Internationella studier (International Studies) (4). 
 
ACADEMIC AWARDS 
1. Top Peer Reviewer in the Publons Global Peer Review Awards 2019.  
 
2. Wang Gungwu prize for best article published in Asian Studies Review in 2014. 
 
3. The Stockholm University Association’s (Högskoleföreningen) award for outstanding 
academic achievement for best dissertation (out of 66) defended at the Faculty of Social 
Sciences in 2011. 
 
LARGER ACADEMIC GRANTS (GRANTS EXCEEDING 40,000 SEK) 
1. Grant from the Toshiba International Foundation for organizing an international 
conference. March 2017. Total amount: 100,000 SEK. 
 
2. Grant from Johan och Jakob Söderbergs stiftelse for recruiting a doctoral student. January 
2017. The grant covers the third and fourth years of doctoral studies. Total amount: 800,000 
SEK. 
 
3. Four-year research grant from the Marianne and Marcus Wallenberg Foundation for the 
research project ’International Relations 2.0: Knowledge, Memory and Power on the Internet 
in East Asia’. December 2016. Total amount: 5,140,000 SEK. 
 



 
7 

4. Grant from Johan och Jakob Söderbergs stiftelse for recruiting a doctoral student. June 
2016. The grant covers the first two out of four years of doctoral studies. Total amount: 
800,000 SEK. 
 
5. Four-year research grant (75 %) from the Swedish Research Council for the research 
project ‘Apologies in International Relations: The Case of Japan-China Relations’. November 
2012. Total amount: 3,160,000 SEK.  
 
6. Four-year research grant (25 %) from the Swedish Research Council within the ‘Digital 
China’ research program. November 2012. Total amount of the entire research program: 
14,576,000 SEK. The total amount of my individual sub-project is approximately 1,000,000 
SEK. 
 
7. Three-year research grant (80 %) from the Swedish Institute of International Affairs. June 
2012 (Declined). Total amount: approximately 1,500,000 SEK. 
 
8. Scholarship from Johan och Jakob Söderbergs stiftelse. June 2010. Grant covering 10 
months of doctoral studies. Total amount: 180,000 SEK. 
 
9. Japan Foundation Japanese Studies Fellowship, April 2009, Grant covering a 14 months 
stay as a visiting researcher at the University of Tokyo. Total amount: approximately 
4,710,000 JPY (approximately 326,000 SEK).  
 
10. Scholarship from Stiftelsen för studier av japanskt samhällsliv, February 2008. Grant 
covering field studies in Japan. Total amount: 48,000 SEK. 
 
11. Scholarship from Johan och Jakob Söderbergs stiftelse. June 2006. Grant covering 3 years 
of doctoral studies. Total amount: 600,000 SEK. 
 
TOTAL AMOUNT (ALL LARGER GRANTS): 13,654,000 
 
TRAVEL GRANTS AND OTHER SMALLER GRANTS (LESS THAN 40,000 SEK) 
1. Travel grant from the Axel Wenner-Gren Foundation for International Exchange of 
Scientists. April 2017. 
 
2. Research & Conference grant from the Japan Foundation. April 2017. 
 
3. Travel grant from the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities 
(Kungliga Vitterhetsakademien). September 2016. (Declined).  
 
4. Fellowship from Osaka University covering a stay as visiting researcher at Osaka 
University. November 2013. 
 
5. Scholarship from Stiftelsen för studier av japanskt samhällsliv. February 2012. Grant 
covering field research in Japan.  
 
6. Travel grant from Vetenskapssocieteten i Lund. November 2011. Grant covering field 
research in Japan. 
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7. Scholarship from Lydia & Emil Kinnanders stiftelse. June 2010. Grant covering conference 
participation. 
 
8. Scholarship from HS & Emmy Josephsons stiftelse. June 2010. Grant covering conference 
participation. 
 
9. Scholarship from Forskraftstiftelsen Theodor Adelswärds minne. January 2009. Travel 
grant covering field research in China. 
 
10. Scandinavia-Japan Sasakawa Foundation Scholarship. Spring 2007. Grant covering field 
research in Japan.  
 
OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Peer reviewer for the following journals: 
International Theory 
Critical Asian Studies 
Global Affairs 
Politics, Groups, and Identities 
European Journal of International Security 
British Journal of Politics and International Relations (two times) 
Fudan Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences 
Australian Journal of International Affairs 
European Journal of International Relations 
Foreign Policy Analysis 
Asian Journal of Political Science 
St. Antony’s International Review 
East Asia Forum 
International Affairs 
Asian Politics and Policy 
Japan Forum (two times) 
International Relations (two times) 
Asian Journal of Social Science (two times) 
Journal of International Relations and Development 
Emotion, Space and Society  
Chinese Journal of Communication 
Journal of International Communication 
Contemporary Japan 
Political Psychology (two times) 
Cambridge Review of International Affairs (five times) 
International Studies Quarterly (two times) 
Journal of Politics 
Memory Studies (eight times) 
Journal of Asian and African Studies 
Journal of Current Chinese Affairs 
Modern Asian Studies 
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific 
Japanese Journal of Political Science 
Security Studies 
Asian Security (two times) 
Cooperation and Conflict (ten times)  
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Review of International Studies  
The Pacific Review (six times) 
Internasjonal politikk (two times) 
Croatian International Relations Review 
Asia in Focus (two times) 
Review editor for Sage Open. 
 
Book chapter reviewer for Edward Elgar. 
 
Book manuscript reviewer for Routledge, 2019 and Hawaii University Press, 2015. 
 
Book proposal reviewer for Chandos Publishing (Elsevier), 2015 and Palgrave Macmillan, 
2020. 
 
Reviewer of grant applications for the Czech Research Council (2017, 2018) and for the Israel 
Science Foundation (2020). 
 
POSITIONS OF TRUST 
Editorial board member, Central European Journal of International and Security Studies, since 
January 2021. 
 
Board member of the Centre for Asian Studies, Stockholm University, since December 2020. 
 
Member of the advisory group for the Forum for Asian Studies, Stockholm University, 2019-
2020. 
 
Board member of The Scholarship Foundation for Studies of Japanese Society (Stiftelsen för 
studier av japanskt samhällsliv), since January 2016. 
 
Member of the steering committee for the Nordic association for the Study of Japanese 
Society (NAJS), 2012-2019.  
 
LANGUAGE SKILLS 
Fluent (in decreasing order): Swedish (mother tongue), English, Japanese, Chinese. 


