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General Introduction 

The name of the course is a play with words that summarizes the gist of the course: "Argue 

with (the help of) research" and "Argue with (against/for some specific piece of) research." 

During the course, topics like how to write about previous research, various methods that can 

be used in conducting reviews of literature, and linguistic perspectives on argument, are 

covered. To pass the course, you need to have access to Graff and Birkenstein (2018) from 

day one (see "Course Literature" below). 

The requirements for admission are basic entry-level plus some additional English language 

credentials. That being said, many students in this course are highly experienced, and some 

even have advanced degrees. This is not a problem as we focus on aspects that beginner and 

senior students benefit from alike. 

Contact Information  

During the course, use the message function in Athena (not e-mail) if you want to get in 

contact with the teachers. The course administrator is best reached by e-mail, though. 

Course administrator: Emma West (emma.west@edu.su.se) 

Course leader/teacher: Stefan Ekecrantz (stefan.ekecrantz@su.se) 

Teacher: Sofia Antera (sofia.antera@edu.su.se) 

University Account, Athena and Zoom 

For information on how to activate your university student account, please visit: 

https://www.su.se/english/education/a-smooth-start/get-access-to-it-services-your-university-

account-and-order-a-university-card  

To participate in the course, you need to be up and running with regard to the technical 

requirements of the course from day one, including access to Athena and Zoom via a proper 

computer. (The mobile versions of these programs do not suffice for this course due to their 

limited functionality!) Athena and Zoom both need to be accessed via your university 

account. Zoom has to be accessed via the so-called SSO login. For security reasons, you will 

not be able to attend the Zoom classes in any other way. 

Athena is a web-based learning and collaboration platform for courses at Stockholm 

University. You must have activated your student account and be registered for the course to 

have access to the Athena course page. The Athena page for this course will be made 

mailto:emma.west@edu.su.se
mailto:stefan.ekecrantz@su.se
mailto:sofia.antera@edu.su.se
https://www.su.se/english/education/a-smooth-start/get-access-to-it-services-your-university-account-and-order-a-university-card
https://www.su.se/english/education/a-smooth-start/get-access-to-it-services-your-university-account-and-order-a-university-card
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available to students registered for the course, no later than one week before the course 

begins. If you have difficulty accessing the Athena page for this course, please check that you 

are formally registered for the course. Then contact the course administrator. The link to 

Athena is   https://athena.su.se/  

Course Structure and Content 

All teaching is conducted entirely online via Athena and Zoom. The course is full-time (circa 

40 h per week). Attendance in the scheduled meetings is obligatory. These are conducted via 

Zoom and Athena on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 13.00‒15.00. 

Schedule 

https://cloud.timeedit.net/su/web/stud1/ri167XQ67w6ZuQQvQ30583Z6ynY5007Y7Y814Zg

Q207.html 

Please note that although the last scheduled meeting is on Tuesday, Mars 15, the course ends 

with the deadline for the final paper on Mars 21, and it is essential that all reserve time for the 

entire length of the course. 

Learning Objectives 

After the course, the student is expected to be able to: 

• write a literature review about a specified research field in Education, 

• describe different methods that can be used in literature reviews, 

• analyze supporting arguments in original research. 

Examination and Grading  

The assessment of the course consists of four individual assignments and one final paper. The 

four assignments will be handed in continuously during the course. The final paper will build 

on these assignments. All scheduled meetings will address individual assignments and the 

final paper. Questions about specifics will be answered continuously in Athena.  

Grading criteria 

The four individual assignments and the final paper will be assessed holistically. That means 

that strengths in one part may counterweigh possible shortcomings in others ‒ and vice versa. 

In a general sense, all learning outcomes are equally important, but the final paper and the first 

learning outcome ‒ to be able to write a literature review ‒ encompass a larger part of the 

course content. The grading criteria can be described in three clusters, where degrees of 

quality within each level decide the individual grade: 

https://athena.su.se/
https://cloud.timeedit.net/su/web/stud1/ri167XQ67w6ZuQQvQ30583Z6ynY5007Y7Y814ZgQ207.html
https://cloud.timeedit.net/su/web/stud1/ri167XQ67w6ZuQQvQ30583Z6ynY5007Y7Y814ZgQ207.html
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A‒B A highly convincing argument, built on a solid body of relevant literature that 

is analyzed and used critically. Perfect or close to perfect use of references. 

C‒E The argument is convincing, built on a proper amount of relevant literature. 

Proper use of references, possibly with some minor misunderstandings. 

Fx‒F One or more of the following shortcomings: Not all assignments are submitted. 

The argument is overly descriptive. The literature used is lacking in relevance 

and/or quantity. The text is too short. Major flaws in the use of references. 

 

The four individual assignments and the final paper are all relatively short pieces of work but 

combined; they are all meant to build on a workload that is proper for a full-time 7.5 ECTS 

credits course (i.e., five weeks of full-time study). Therefore, the quantity of literature 

searches, reading, and analyses are essential qualities in and of themselves. However, a high-

quality literature review builds on a deliberate choice of relevant sources. Low-quality or less 

relevant sources lower the overall assessment. In case of a failing grade, re-examination 

(omprov) is administered on December 1, March 1, and June 1. To participate in the re-

examination, you need to contact the administration and the course leader three weeks in 

advance to register and for further instructions. 

Plagiarism  

[The following sections on plagiarism and cheating are mandatory, generic information to all 

students at Stockholm University.] It is permissible to cite other sources, but both direct 

quotes and indirect references to a text must always be provided with correct and complete 

referencing to the original source. Copying or writing a shorter or longer paragraph and 

stating yourself as the author of the text is prohibited. This is considered plagiarism. You may 

also not copy your own texts that have been used in other examinations, as this is considered 

self-plagiarism.  

An example of plagiarism is copying text verbatim or almost verbatim (this includes parts of a 

text and/or individual sentences) and not indicating where the text originates from. Plagiarism 

is also when you use another person's text and make it appear that it is your own. For 

example, text found in the course literature and /or texts that you have found online, or 

another student's course paper. Plagiarism is regarded as a crime, not only against the 

established research ethics code, but also against upholding general regard towards one's own 

and others' texts. Plagiarism is unauthorized cheating and is always subject to disciplinary 

reporting, which can lead to suspension. At Stockholm University, texts are checked against a 

database. 
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Cheating 

As a student at Stockholm University, you are responsible for your own education. Part of 

your responsibility includes knowing the rules that exist for study, examination and being on 

the university premises, and utilizing resources. According to the rules that apply to the 

university, disciplinary measures may be taken against students for: 

• using unauthorized means, or otherwise attempt to, mislead an exam or when student 

performance is assessed otherwise; 

• interfering with or obstruction teaching, tests or other activities within the framework of 

education. 

Disciplinary matters are dealt with by the Stockholm University Disciplinary Board. The 

penalty may be a warning or suspension for a period of 1-6 months. Information on 

Stockholm University rules for examination and disciplinary cases can be found on 

Stockholm University's website www.su.se/regulations. Teachers are required to report a 

suspected suspicion of cheating to the director of studies. 

Course Evaluation 

The course is evaluated through an online survey which will be made available at the end of 

the course.  

Course Literature 

Denney, A. S., & Tewksbury, R. (2013). How to write a literature review. Journal of Criminal 

Justice Education, 24(2), 218–234. https://doi.org/10.1080/10511253.2012.730617 

Graff, G. & Birkenstein, C. (2018). "They say / I say": The moves that matter in academic 

writing. (4th ed.). W. W. Norton & Company. 

Powell, J. L. (2015). Climate scientists virtually unanimous: Anthropogenic global warming is 

true. Bulletin of Science, Technology & Society, 35(5-6), 121–124. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0270467616634958 

A selection of research articles* 

---------------------- 

*During the course, each student will search for and analyze a substantial number of original 

research articles in the field of Education. Graff and Birkenstein (2018) needs to be acquired 
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before the course begins. The other two can be freely accessed via the Stockholm University 

library. 

Support during your studies 

At Stockholm University, it is possible to receive extra support in addition to regular teaching. 

Academic Writing Service 

The Academic Writing Service provides English-language support for writing and study 

skills. They give talks and seminars and offer individual guidance. Their services are available 

free of charge to all students at Stockholm University. For more information visit: 

https://www.su.se/english/education/student-support/academic-writing-service  

Studying with a disability 

If you have a documented disability, e.g. dyslexia, you have the opportunity to receive special 

pedagogical support. Examples of support initiatives may be note-taking, audio books, 

extended exam time or sign language interpretation. You must apply for special pedagogical 

support from Student Support Office at Stockholm University 

https://www.su.se/english/education/student-support/studying-with-a-disability  

Once the application has been received, a coordinator will contact you to arrange a personal 

meeting. After speaking to the coordinator, you will receive a certificate describing types of 

support to be offered to you.  

It is the responsibility of the student to contact the student counselors at the Department of 

Education before a course begins in order to arrange for support. Their email address is 

studievagledare@edu.su.se. The student counselors will then contact the course leaders with 

regards to the type of support the student will need.   

 

 

https://www.su.se/english/education/student-support/academic-writing-service
https://www.su.se/english/education/student-support/studying-with-a-disability
mailto:studievagledare@edu.su.se

