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Course description 
Course code:  PH03A1 
Course name:  Social inequalities in health 
Course credits: 7.5 
Valid from:  Autumn 2022 

Course content 

The purpose of the course is to give the student knowledge about central theoretical 
and empirical aspects of social inequalities in health. The course includes an 
overview of how health is distributed across different group based on the social 
position in society (with regard to e.g. occupational class, education, income, 
foreign background, and sex/gender). The student will become familiar with and 
discuss various models that explains the associations between social stratification, 
life chances, and health. The course focuses on concurrent research and aims to 
give a basic understanding of the research front. 

Learning outcomes 

In order to receive a passing grade on the course, the student should be able to: 

Knowledge and understanding 

1. (a) Show understanding of, and (b) discuss and contrast, central theories in the 
field of social stratification and health. 

2. (a) Identify and, (b) reflect on different mechanisms behind the association 
between social position and health. 

Skills and abilities 

3. Formulate, problematize and present a general description of the association 
between social position and health, including the current state-of-the-art. 

Judgement and approach 

4. Make judgements taking into account relevant scientific, societal and ethical 
aspects in the field of social stratification and health. 

5. Reflect on the scientific process in relation to their own competence 
development in the field of public health sciences. 
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Teaching 

The teaching will primarily consist of campus-based lectures. This means that the 
lecturer(s) will be in the classroom to give the talk and that you are welcome to 
attend the lecture IRL. On two occasions lectures will be streamed live over Zoom. 

Attendance at the lectures is not mandatory. But we strongly recommend that you 
attend the lectures, since it will provide better opportunities to ask questions and 
engage in discussions with your classmates and the lecturers.  

Finally, the course includes two mandatory seminars.  

The course will be taught in English. 

Forms of examination 

a) Forms of examination 

Examination I. Individually written take-home exam  

Learning outcomes 1b, 2b and 4 are examined through an individually written take 
home-exam. 
The individually written take-home exam will be graded on a goal-oriented scale of 
A to F. 

Other grade-based components 

Learning outcomes 1a and 2a are examined through an online multiple-choice test. 
Learning outcome 3 is examined with an oral presentation of a group assignment. 
Learning outcome 5 is examined through active participation in the master 
programme's seminar series. 

Course requirements 

Active participation in the seminars is a course requirement. In case of absence, the 
student will be given a compensatory assignment. 

Language 

The examination will be in English. 

Certificate of special pedagogical support 

If the student has a certificate from Stockholm University which recommends 
special pedagogical support, the examiner has the right offer the student alternative 
forms of examination. 
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b) Course grade 

The course grade will be given on a goal-based seven-point grading scale: 

A = Excellent 
B = Very good 
C = Good 
D = Adequate 
E = Sufficient 
 
Fail grades 
Fx = Fail, some more work required 
F = Fail, much more work required 

c) Grading criteria 

The grading criteria will be presented to the students in writing when the course 
begins. 

d) Final grade 

In order to receive a passing grade in the course, the student must receive a passing 
grade on Examination I, as well as passing grades on the other grade-based 
components and the course requirements. The final grade is determined by the 
grade on the home exam. 

e) Examinations 

Two examinations are offered each time the course is taught. For terms when the 
course is not taught, one examination is offered. 

Students who receive a failing grade two consecutive times from the same 
examiner have the right to request a different examiner to grade the examination. 
This request should be made to the Director of Studies. 

Students who receive an E or higher grade may not be re-examined for the purpose 
of improving the grade received. 

f) Supplementary revisions 

Supplementary revisions should be submitted within a week after the examiner has 
announced the need for revisions. 

Examination I 

It is possible to revise a take-home exam that received an Fx grade to a passing 
grade, if the student is close to passing. 
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The passing grades A-E may be received for supplementary revisions that are 
related to formality errors. 

The passing grade E may be received for supplementary revisions that reflect 
problems related to the more basic understanding of the material presented in the 
course. 

If the supplementary revision of the grade Fx does not meet the requirements for a 
passing grade, the grade F is received. 

Other grade-based components and course requirements 

An oral presentation and participation in the seminars can receive a passing grade 
with submission of a supplementary assignment, if the student is close to passing. 

In the event of a missed or failed online multiple-choice test, the student is referred 
to a re-exam. 

g) Late submission 

Late submission is not accepted. In such cases, the student is referred to the retake 
exam. 

Learning platform Athena 

We use the learning platform Athena (itslearning) for sharing information and 
course material. You log into Athena by using your university account via: 
https://athena.itslearning.com/ 

Schedule 

You can find the course schedule in TimeEdit via the course web page or via the 
course page in Athena. 

Course literature 

The literature list for this course is available through the course web page and the 
course page in Athena. 

Referencing 

The APA citation format should be used for all referencing. 

You can find a reference guide to APA on this page: https://kib.ki.se/en/write-
cite/writing-references-apa-vancouver/reference-guides/reference-guide-apa-7 

https://athena.itslearning.com/
https://kib.ki.se/en/write-cite/writing-references-apa-vancouver/reference-guides/reference-guide-apa-7
https://kib.ki.se/en/write-cite/writing-references-apa-vancouver/reference-guides/reference-guide-apa-7
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By using a reference managing software you can collect and organize your 
references and insert them into your document in a desired format. Via the library’s 
web page you can watch a film with information on how to handle your references. 
There you will also find information on the most used programs: 
https://www.su.se/stockholm-university-library/guidance-and-services/during-
your-studies?open-collapse-boxes=ccbd-referencemanagementsoftware 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism, cheating, or self-plagiarism is prohibited in all parts of the course. 

You may not copy text from the course literature or other sources, or present other 
people’s ideas or work as your own – this is plagiarism. Summaries or other use of 
original texts must always be written in your own words and followed by a correct 
reference. Short quotations (with citation marks) are accepted if necessary, but 
should be used sparsely and always be accompanied by your own interpretation of 
the text and a correct reference with page number. 

Self-plagiarism is to use your own text once again, without reference to your 
original text. This could be text from published articles, or text from other 
assignments you have written before, such as home exams or a thesis. 

All examinations are controlled through a software for detecting plagiarism. 
Suspicion of cheating, plagiarism or self-plagiarism is reported to the Disciplinary 
Board at Stockholm University. 

For more information, please see: https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-
governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/education/guidelines-for-
disciplinary-matters-at-stockholm-university-1.181 

For students who have been granted special pedagogical 
support 

You need to inform the study counsellor in the very beginning of the term 
(studievagledare.publichealth@su.se) that you require pedagogical support. You 
then also need to present the certificate which you have received from the 
coordinator for special pedagogical support at Stockholm University. 

Please also contact the study counsellor before the start of each new course, to plan 
for an alternative/accommodated form of examination, if possible. 

https://www.su.se/stockholm-university-library/guidance-and-services/during-your-studies?open-collapse-boxes=ccbd-referencemanagementsoftware
https://www.su.se/stockholm-university-library/guidance-and-services/during-your-studies?open-collapse-boxes=ccbd-referencemanagementsoftware
https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/education/guidelines-for-disciplinary-matters-at-stockholm-university-1.181
https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/education/guidelines-for-disciplinary-matters-at-stockholm-university-1.181
https://www.su.se/staff/organisation-governance/governing-documents-rules-and-regulations/education/guidelines-for-disciplinary-matters-at-stockholm-university-1.181
mailto:studievagledare.publichealth@su.se
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Grading criteria 

Grade A 
In the take home exam, the student presents and demonstrates: a) correct facts; b) 
comprehensive, detailed and critical accounts of mechanisms and theories; c) an 
independent and reflective discussion of mechanisms and theories and how these 
relate to each other. The student receives a passing grade on the individual 
assignment and a passing grade on the oral group presentation.  

Grade B 
In the take home exam, the student presents and demonstrates: a) correct facts; b) 
comprehensive and detailed accounts of mechanisms and theories; c) an 
independent discussion of mechanisms and theories and how these relate to each 
other. The student receives a passing grade on the individual assignment and a 
passing grade on the oral group presentation.  

Grade C 
In the take home exam, the student presents: a) correct facts; b) comprehensive 
accounts of mechanisms and theories; c) a basic discussion of mechanisms and 
theories and how these relate to each other.  The student receives a passing grade 
on the individual assignment and a passing grade on the oral group presentation. 

Grade D 
In the take home exam, the student presents: a) correct facts; b) relevant accounts 
of mechanisms and theories; c) a basic discussion of mechanisms and theories. The 
student receives a passing grade on the individual assignment and a passing grade 
on the oral group presentation. 

Grade E 
In the take home exam, the student presents: a) mainly correct facts; b) mainly 
relevant accounts of mechanisms and theories; c) a partial discussion of 
mechanisms and theories.  The student receives a passing grade on the individual 
assignment and a passing grade on the oral group presentation. 

Grade Fx 
In the take home exam, the student fails to present a) mainly correct facts; b) 
mainly relevant accounts of mechanisms and theories, or c) a partial discussion of 
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mechanisms and theories. The student receives a passing grade on the individual 
assignment and a passing grade on the oral group presentation. 

Grade F 
The student does not fulfil the criteria for E or Fx. 

Online multiple choice test 

To receive a passing grade (G) on the online multiple choice test, 50 % correct 
answers are required. 

Oral presentation of a group assignment 

To receive a passing grade (G) on the oral presentation, participation in the group 
presentation is required. 

Contact information 

Course managers 
Please contact the course managers via the message function in Athena. 

Course administrator 
kursadmin.publichealth@su.se 

Study counsellor 
studievagledare.publichealth@su.se 

Director of studies, basic and advanced level 
studierektor.ga.publichealth@su.se 

mailto:kursadmin.publichealth@su.se
mailto:studievagledare.publichealth@su.se
mailto:studierektor.ga.publichealth@su.se
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