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Lectures (3 h each):

1. [JR] Why inequality matters - Ideas and long-run developments
● Jesper Roine and Daniel Waldenström (2015). “Long-Run Trends in the

Distribution of Income and Wealth”. In Handbook of Income Distribution. Ed.
by Anthony B Atkinson and François Bourguignon. Vol. 2. Elsevier. Chap. 7,
pp. 469-592.

2. [MP] Measurement of inequality and poverty
● Cowell, F. A. (2000). Measurement of inequality. Handbook of income distribution, 1,

87-166.
● Cowell, F. A. (2011). Measuring inequality. Oxford University Press.
● Jenkins, Stephen P and Philippe Van Kerm (2009). “The meaurement of economic

inequality”. In: Oxford Handbook of Economic Inequality. Ed. by Wiemer
Salverda, Brian Nolan, and Timothy M Smeeding. Oxford: Oxford University
Press. Chap. 3, pp. 40–70.

● Piketty, T., Saez, E., & Zucman, G. (2018). Distributional national accounts: methods
and estimates for the United States. The Quarterly Journal of Economics, 133(2),
553-609.

● Sen, A. (1976). Poverty: an ordinal approach to measurement. Econometrica:
Journal of the Econometric Society, 219-231.

● Sen, A. (1985). A sociological approach to the measurement of poverty: a reply to
Professor Peter Townsend. Oxford Economic Papers, 37(4), 669-676.

3. [MJ] Measuring income and other resources (Redistribution)
● Canberra Group (2011). Handbook on Household Income Statistics. Available

at
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/groups/cgh/Canbera_Handbook_
2011_WEB.pdf. Geneva: United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

● Peter J Lambert (2002). The distribution and redistribution of income. 3rd ed.
Manchester: Manchester University Press

4. [MP] Intergenerational mobility and equality of opportunity I
● Solon, G. (1999). Intergenerational mobility in the labor market. In Handbook of labor

economics (Vol. 3, pp. 1761-1800). Elsevier.
● Solon, G. (1992). Intergenerational income mobility in the United States. The

American Economic Review, 393-408.
● Björklund, A., & Jäntti, M. (1997). Intergenerational income mobility in Sweden

compared to the United States. The American Economic Review, 87(5), 1009-1018.



● Björklund, A., Eriksson, T., Jäntti, M., Raaum, O., & Österbacka, E. (2002). Brother
correlations in earnings in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden compared to the
United States. Journal of Population Economics, 15, 757-772.

● Clark, G., & Cummins, N. (2015). Intergenerational wealth mobility in England,
1858–2012: surnames and social mobility. The Economic Journal, 125(582), 61-85.

● Adermon, A., Lindahl, M., & Palme, M. (2021). Dynastic human capital, inequality,
and intergenerational mobility. American Economic Review, 111(5), 1523-1548.

● Black, S. E., & Devereux, P. J. (2011). Recent developments in intergenerational
mobility. Handbook of labor economics, 4, 1487-1541.

● Borjas, G. J. (1992). Ethnic capital and intergenerational mobility. The Quarterly
journal of economics, 107(1), 123-150.

● Ward, Z. (2020). The not-so-hot melting pot: The persistence of outcomes for
descendants of the age of mass migration. American Economic Journal: Applied
Economics, 12(4), 73-102.

5. [MJ] Intergenerational mobility and equality of opportunity II
● John E Roemer and Alain Trannoy (2016). “Equality of opportunity: Theory

and measurement”. In: Journal of Economic Literature 54.4, pp. 1288–1332
● Markus Jäntti and Stephen Jenkins (2015). “Income mobility”. In Handbook of

Income Distribution. Ed. by Anthony B Atkinson and François Bourguignon.
Vol. 2. Elsevier. Chap. 10, pp. 807–935

● Anders Björklund and Markus Jäntti (2020). “Intergenerational mobility,
intergenerational effects, sibling correlations, and equality of opportunity: a
comparison of four approaches”. Research on Social Stratification and
Mobility 70

6. [JR] Topics: Gender
● Francine D. Blau and Lawrence M. Kahn (2017). "The Gender Wage Gap:

Extent, Trends, and Explanations." Journal of Economic Literature, 55 (3):
789-865.

● Claudia Goldin (2014). “A Grand Gender Convergence: Its Last Chapter.”
American Economic Review. 2014;104 (4) :1091-1119.

7. [MP] Topics: Health
● Deaton, Angus. (2003) Health, inequality, and economic development. Journal of

economic literature, 41.1: 113-158.
● Case, A., & Deaton, A. (2023). Accounting for the Widening Mortality Gap Between

Adult Americans with and without a BA (No. w31236). National Bureau of Economic
Research.

● Meghir, C., Palme, M., & Simeonova, E. (2018). Education and mortality: Evidence
from a social experiment. American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 10(2),
234-256.

● Lleras-Muney, A. (2005). The relationship between education and adult mortality in
the United States. The Review of Economic Studies, 72(1), 189-221.

● Clark, D., & Royer, H. (2013). The effect of education on adult mortality and health:
Evidence from Britain. American Economic Review, 103(6), 2087-2120.

● Currie, J., & Almond, D. (2011). Human capital development before age five. In
Handbook of labor economics (Vol. 4, pp. 1315-1486). Elsevier.

https://scholar.harvard.edu/goldin/publications/grand-gender-convergence-its-last-chapter


● Black, S. E., & Devereux, P. J. (2011). Recent developments in intergenerational
mobility. Handbook of labor economics, 4, 1487-1541.

● Case, A., Lubotsky, D., & Paxson, C. (2002). Economic status and health in
childhood: The origins of the gradient. American Economic Review, 92(5),
1308-1334.

● Cesarini, D., Lindqvist, E., Östling, R., & Wallace, B. (2016). Wealth, health, and child
development: Evidence from administrative data on Swedish lottery players. The
Quarterly Journal of Economics, 131(2), 687-738.

● Currie, J., & Schwandt, H. (2016). Inequality in mortality decreased among the young
while increasing for older adults, 1990–2010. Science, 352(6286), 708-712.

● Chetty, R., Stepner, M., Abraham, S., Lin, S., Scuderi, B., Turner, N., ... & Cutler, D.
(2016). The association between income and life expectancy in the United States,
2001-2014. Jama, 315(16), 1750-1766.

● Hederos, K., Jäntti, M., Lindahl, L., & Torssander, J. (2018). Trends in life expectancy
by income and the role of specific causes of death. Economica, 85(339), 606-625.

● Kinge, J. M., Modalsli, J. H., Øverland, S., Gjessing, H. K., Tollånes, M. C., Knudsen,
A. K., ... & Vollset, S. E. (2019). Association of household income with life expectancy
and cause-specific mortality in Norway, 2005-2015. Jama, 321(19), 1916-1925.

8. [JR] Topics: Understanding the rise in inequality – debates about capital, skill-biased
technical change, and other mechanisms.

● Gerald Auten and David Splinter (2023) “Income Inequality in the United
States: Using Tax Data to Measure Long-Term Trends”, Journal of Political
Economy (forthcoming)

● David H. Autor “Skills, education, and the rise of earnings among the “other
99 percent””. Science, vol 344(6186): 843-851.

● Thomas Piketty and Emmanuel Saez (2014) “Inequality in the long run”
Science, vol 344(6186): 838-843.

● Thomas Piketty, Emmanuel Saez and Gabriel Zucman (2023) “Comment on
Auten and Splinter (2023)”, Unpublished note.

●

Examination:
● 2 referee reports (lists of suggested papers, organised by themes, both lectured on

and not, will be available during the course)
● term paper


