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Om Nadja. En systers berättelse is a 
mixture of biography and 
autoethnography, which breaks 
away from academic conventions. 
Om Nadja, centering around the life 
of Ambjörnsson’s younger sister 
Nadja and extended family, is an 
attempt to approach a life lived 
outside presumed paths. It explores 
issues of dependence, asymmetry, 
solidarity, and dignity in a society 
where autonomy and norm-
following functionality are 
presented as the ultimate goal.

Beautiful Mystery explores what it 
means to be a person in the spaces 
between what we can and cannot 
say, and how we can fight to care for 
those we love when they don’t have 
the language to fight for 
themselves. Through her unique 
lens as a mother and an 
anthropologist, Rutherford tells the 
story of arriving in Millie’s world, 
what she found there, and how 
Millie showed her that words aren’t 
always what makes us human.


